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IN THE 
Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia· 
AT RICHMOND. 
Record No. 2785 
RICHARD TAYLOR, Appellant, 
versns 
BEATRICE .J. TAYLOR, Appellee. 
PETITION FOR APPEAL. 
'l'o the Honorable Chief Justice and J,z1,stices of the Supreme 
C01irt of Appeals of Virginia: 
Your petitioner, Richard Taylor, respectfully represents 
that he is ag·grieved by a final decree of the Circuit Court of 
the City of Richmond, Virginia, entered on the 15th day of 
January, 1943, wherein a divorce from the bond of matrimony 
was awarded the there defendant, his bill of complaint pray-
ing for a divorce from the bond of matrimony upon grounds 
of desertion and adultery was dismissed, and custody of the 
infant child of the parties was awarded the there defendant. 
STATEMENT OF THE CASE. 
I1~ consideration of the evidenc.e for the purposes of this 
appeal, it is to be borne in mind that same was taken wholly 
by depositions. The appellate question presented is 
2• whether the evidence *so considered is sufficient to jus-
. tify the conclusions of law arrived at by the learned 
Chancellor. 
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This is not the class of case in which, having heard evi-
dence ore tenus and having had opportunity to observe the 
witnesses and their demeanor, the presumption rises in favor 
of the decree und conflicting evidence adverse to the award-
ing may he disregarded. In consideration of the issues, this 
Court ha:; precisely the same record which confronted the 
Chancellor in his decision of the case. 
Recent well-considered cases by our Court wherein the 
above view is adopted are 
Babcock v. Babcock, 172 Va. 219. 
1'V ade v. 1'V acle, 172 Va. 282. 
PLEADINGS. 
Tho suit was instituted by the now appellant upon a bill of 
complaint, praying for an absolute divorce upon the grounds 
of actual desertion and of adultery alleg·ed to have been com-
mitted at 1311 N. 26th Street in the City of Richmond, Vir-
ginia, place of residence of the appellee, with one, Willie 
Y C:tmg. The parties will be referred to as plaintiff and de-
fendant, the positions which they occupied in the lower Court. 
The defendant filed an answer, denying desertion and 
adultery, and set up a prayer for affirmative relief based upon 
cruelty and constructive desertion. A petition involving cus-
_tody of tl1e child of the parties was filed by the plaintiff but 
was not pressed, and was not acted upon. 
3• *Depositions were taken by the plaintiff in support of 
llis bill and other depositions were taken by the_ defend-
ant in d~nial of the bill and in support of her cross-suit. 
ST.A.TEMENT OF THE EVIDENCE. 
~rhe evidence upon behalf of the plaintiff, fairly stated, is 
that the parties are husband and wife; that they were resi-
dents of the City of Richmond, "Virginia; that one child was 
born to them., of ag·e of thirteen years at the time of tl1e filing· 
of plaintiff's suit. The defendant CM. R., p. 24) left the 
plaintiff while he was sick and in the hospital1. where he hacl 
been for about ten days. She had left him three or four times 
hefore ( M:. R., p. 24) and upon one occasion remained away 
for two years. S'he would take the plaintiff to the J uvenilc 
and Domestic Relations Court but the Judge would not re-
quire llim to support her because of her fa ult (M. R., p. 25). 
He did not know she had left while he was in the hospital 
until he got home and found the house torn up and everything 
gone, and that she had moved out, after having . told the 
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l'reighbors what she intended to do. Upon August 21st, plain-
tiff's then counsel wrote the defendant a letter, admittedly 
received, a copy of which is filed in the evidence, requesting 
that she return (M. R, p. 25 ). She has remained away from 
the plaintiff from that time until this (lVI. R., p. 25 ). De-
:sertion has been continuous for more than two years (M. 
R., p. 26). Defendant had been living with a man named 
Willie Young· on 26th Street., or had been spending a good 
4* deal of time there,-•most of the day and nighttime,-
and had been going around with him steady (M. R., p . 
. 26). Plaintiff had his wi£e and Young· arrested and taken 
to Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court after he found 
Young in her rooms, but the case had not been tried (M. R., 
·p. 26). Medical examination disclosed presence in both of a 
venereal disease (M. R., p. 61). 
On the night of October 7th, 1941, it is testified by the 
l)hdntiff (M. R., p. 26) and by George Minor (M. R., p. 30} 
that they watched the house where defendant lived with her 
brother and another woman to whom he was not married. 
'They watched the place on other occasions. The shades would 
be down so that no one could see into the room CM. R., p. 27). 
'The lights were out part of the iime. The parties came to 
th~ 1.:vindow at one time and looked out into the street, and 
the man was wearing· only his underwear (M. R., p. 27). It 
looked like defendant was in her kimona (M. R.., p. 30). 
No part of the foregoing relative to the night of October 
7th, 1941, is denied in the record by the defendant. Her tes-
timonv and that of her witnesses relates to what occurred at 
the t.ime police officers arrived some time later. This oc-
•currence led to the arrest and medical examination of the 
parties in Juvenile and Domestic Relations Court. 'The evl-
de11ce of th'e defendant's witnesses is to the effect that the 
defendant customarily entertained in her bedroom. 
·The defendant denies that she left the plaintiff without just 
'Cause ·and sets up her own testimony to the effect that upon 
the day he was read:y for dismissal from the hospital, she de-
cided to leave him (M. R., p. 35) because she was afraid 
5* of him, althoug·h she admitted *subsequently in her testi-
mony tl1at lie was in a weakened condition. Her version 
ls that si1e stated to plaintiff she would have to send their 
child back to her mother's where she had been (M. R., p. 35) 
:and that in response plaintiff told her 
"If you walk out of here now, you might as well keep walk-
ing and if you do go, you better not let me see you any more.'·' 
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This is the sole threat relied upon for stripping· the home-
and deserting plaintiff. In support of her c1·oss-bill and of 
the charges of cruelty, defendant herself testifies (M. R., p .. 
36, et seq.), to various alleged beatings received at plaintiff's 
hands. She is substantially corroborated by only one wit-
ness, Martha Randolph (M. R .. , p. 35, et seq.), who testifies. 
about alleged physical violence. From the record at page 
80, the child relates an occasion at the time she was se,Ten 
years old and after a lapse of seven years' time. 
None of the alleged acts of cruelty have been fixed at a 
time later than 1935 or 1936, and it is uncontradict<?d in the 
evidence that the parties lived together without g·round of 
complaint by the defendant until her desertion of the com-
plainant while he was in the hospital in 1939. As to the cus-
tody of the child, she has spent much time, it is agTeed, with 
her maternal grandmother, in whose care the plaintiff has: 
been willing that she remain. Her testimony is that she pre-
fers to reside with her mother; but it appears from the entire 
record that the defendant lives under verv loose association 
at 1311 N .. 26th Street, Richmond, Yirgin1a. She is a well-
developed girl, weighs about 125 pounds (M.· R.., p. 90) ancl 
the defendant testified that she is of an age to *be ob-
6* serving. 
Upon a fair consideration of the foregoing·, there arise-
quc-!stions as to the propriety of denial of relief to plaintiff,. 
the accord of prayed relief to the defendant, and awarding 
to the defendant of the custody of the inf ant child. 
ASSIGN:MENTS OF ERROR. 
1. That the Court erred in awarding· the defendant a di-
vorce from the bond of matrimony upon grounds of cruelty 
and constructive desertion. 
2. That the Court erred in refusing appellant a divorce 
.from the bond of matrimony upon the grounds of wilful de-
sertion and abandonment, continuing for a period of more 
than two vears. 
3. Thaf the Court erred in refusing· plaintiff a divorce from 
the bond of matrimony upon the ground of adultery .. 
4. That the Com·t erred in awarding to the defendant cus-
tody of the inf ant child of the parties. 
First .A.ssignrnent of Brror. 
Plaintiff urgently insists that the learned Chancellor was 
in error in decreeing· to defendant a divorce upon grounds of 
cruelty and desertion. 
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The uncontradicted evidenc, in the case, viewed from a 
standpoint most favorable to the defendant, is that the acts 
of cruelty complainant ·is charged with occurred at least 
7* five or more years prior *to the institution of suit and 
that the parties lived together until the year of 1939, 
when the defendant deserted her husband, in a helpless con-
dition in the hospital. 
It is uncontradicted that she left the domicile, taking the 
furniture with her. Did she have legal cause for so doing? 
We submit upon the authority of a great line of Virginia 
cases, illustrated by which are 
White v. White, 121 Va. 244, 
Rogers v. Ro.qers, 170 Va. 417, 
that the ·defendant's own evidence conclusively proves con-
donation by resumption and continuance of marital relations. 
·while it is true that forgiveness,-and it is disputed here 
upon which side forgiveness occurred,-is conditional and 
may be revived., where in the record is there any conduct on 
the part of the plaintiff amounting to cruelty or reasonable 
justification of fear of bodily harm 1 The plaintiff was in a 
ho~pital, where he had been confined, and was in a weakened 
condition. ' 
There was no threat except as mig·ht, by an extreme infer-
ence, be conjectured of auy bodily harm. Certainly, he was 
iu no condition to inflict it. Certainly several years have 
elapsed .since the defendant last had reason to complain, and 
it is true beyond question that the ordinary requisites of an 
assault did not exist. These require an apparent present in-
tention and an apparent present ability, both of which are 
nE:gatived by the defendant's testimony. The plaintiff denies 
that the conversation ever occurred. Section 5106 of the 
8-t;t Code of *Virginia was enacted to prevent precisely the 
result wl1ich has occurred in this case. So much as is 
pertinent thereof is as follows: 
'' -ii: "' * nor shall a divorce be granted on the uncorroborated 
te$timony of the parties or either of them; and, whether the 
defendant answer or not, the cause shall be heard independ-
e11tly of the admissions of either party in the pleadings or 
otherwise;'' 
Here there is no corroboration, and the defendant's case be-
ing snsceptible of rising no higher than she herself elevates 
it,--Bassett v. Wood, 146 Va. 654,,-her right of affirmative 
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relief is solely predicable upon uncorroborated testimony, de-
nied by the plaintiff. In this state of the case, it will be trite 
to quote authorities, and upon the authority of tlie Statute, 
it is submitted that the defendant cannot succeed. 
The foregoing being· true, we now come to a discussion of 
the 
Second Assignment of Error. 
It is indubitably true and established in Virginia by an 
unbroken line of decisions that cause to justify one spouse in 
leaving the other must be cause of divorce. It is necessary to 
call the Court's attention only to the well-considered cases of 
Gentry v. Gentn1, 161 Va. 767, 
Hendry v. J!.endry, 172 Va. 368, 
wherein the above principle is clearly and fully enunciated. 
The Court's attention is respectfully called to the very 
late case of Smith v. Smith CW. Va.), (24 S. E., !Section 902), 
in which there is an excellent discussion of the violence 
9• anil apprehension of *bodily harm requisite to justify de-
sertion of one spouse by the other. The view which we 
take of the case is that the defendant deserted the plaintiff 
wilfully and without just cause., and it follows as an in-
escapable corollary that the plaintiff was, and is now, en-
titled to a divorce from the bond of matrimony from the de-
fendant, based upon said desertion in the year 1939. 
Third Assignment of Error. 
It is respectfully submitted that the Court erred in its re-
fusal to award a divorce from the bond of matrimony upon 
the g·1·01md of adultery. An inspection of the record discloses 
the loose and uncontrolled association of various parties at 
thG house, No. 1311 N. 26th Street. The plaintiff's evidence, 
corroborated by George l\Iinor, establishes that upon the 
nig·ht of October 7th, 1941, the defendant was in her bedroom 
with the lights out at least a part of the time with the man, 
,vmie Young, both of whom were subse_quently found in 
Juvenile Court to be suffering from venereal disease. Young 
was attired in his underwear, while the defendant, at the 
time the parties gazed out of the window, attracted by some 
commotion, appeared to be dressed in a kimona,-unconven-
tionnl attire, to say the least, for a gentleman calling upon a 
lady in the nighttime in her bedroom, for her in receiving 
him. 
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"The parties, at the time the police arrived, much later, had 
gotten themselves away from the scene, and Young had been 
parked in the kitchen of the habitation. But the evi-
10* dence adduced by the defendant •carefully ignores the 
incriminating testimony already in the record as to the 
prior transaction, and addresses itself solely to the situation 
'Of the parties upon the arrival of the police, shown by the 
record to have occurred at a considerably later time. The 
-defendant insists that her daughter was upon the premises 
.at the time of visitation of men friends, but it likewise ap-
pears that she was accustomed to plant the daughter in the 
nighttime, when she desired to entertain, at the home of a 
neighbor, to whom she paid small emoluments for attending 
the child. 
This being the uncontradicted and corroborated evidence, 
we submit that the learned Chancellor erred in the refusal of 
:an absolute divorce to plaintiff upon the ground of adultery. 
This position is likewise well established in Virginia, but ex-
tension of argument upon authorities is both trite and would 
be burdensome to the Court. 
Similar situations have been considered and support plain-
tiff's contentions in recent cases of 
Kirby v. Kirby, 159 Va. 544.. 
'lJII artin v. ]1 artin, 166 Va. 109. 
A short illustrative quotation from the Martin case is suf-
ficient for the purposes of this petition. The opinion delivered 
by Mr. Justice H~lt upon page 117 lays down the well-estab-
lished rule in the following language: 
"Evidence of adultery should be clear. Suspicious circum-
·stauces are not enough, but confirmation beyond a reason-
able doubt is not required. Necessarily evidence is usually 
,circumstantial. Few offenses are less susceptible of positive 
proof. 2 Bishop, Mar. Div. & Sep., section 1351. Un-
11 * due credulity is not "demanded. Ford v. En,qlema.n, 
118 Va. 89, 86 S. K 852. Common sense and the com-
mon experience of men are our best guides." 
In all cases this is uniform. This is a crime of stealth, 
very seldom attended by a demonstration or brass band. 
vVbat could the defendant have been doing in entertaining 
thi.3 man in lier . room? Why the kimona? ... Why the under-
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wear1 Is there any conclusion at which reasonable men may 
arrive under tlie evidence other than the one that the man. 
Young was there on the premises for the commission of 
adultery¥ .And that in fact adultery was committedi Vle: 
submit there waR not~ 
Fourth Assignment of Error .. 
Plaintiff is much cance1med. with the- question. of the cus-
tody of his infant daughter.. It may perhaps be trne that 
from an educational standpoint, she might do better under 
proper supervision in the schools of the City of Rfohmond .. 
The evidence shows that she can be properly cared for at 
Goochland County,, in the home of plaintiff's mother. It like-
wise appears, and was an arrangement at all times agTee-· 
able to plaintiff, that the child might be properly protected 
and ca.red for at the home of the wife's mother in Hanover-
County. We are in hearty accord and wholly ag-ree that the, 
best interests of the child should pe protected, but is it to the· 
best interests of an advanced child, observant by nature: in-
telligent, of an active cast of mind,, and of a physical develop-
ment beyond the average, to permit her to remain,-whatever 
lier own desires may be,-in the home of a mother _farming 
the child out so that she may have the OP,portunity of 
l~'t r.ommitting adultery in the nig·httime; and thrown *into · 
daily contact with other persons of the apparent loose 
morals shown in this case? The Court will bear in mind that 
the mo.ther and her alleged paramour are syphilitic; that the 
mother is away at work and absent from the child during the-
day; that various and sundry men and women visit and enter 
upon the premises; that the Vl.hite girl referred to in the evi-
dence and the other female residents customarily entertain 
i.n their bedrooms; that the mother herself entertains in her 
bedroom. ,vhat is the likelv end of a child of the nature 
desc:ribed under these oppo1:tunities and under such living 
conditions 7 
It is a matter of grave comment at this time that juvenile 
morals are in a pitiable state of delinquency throughout the 
wor.ld. It·is a fact of which this Court cam1~t escape knowJ-
edge that juvenile delinquency has been and continues to in-
crease at an alarming rate among the girls of the age of this 
child. The conclusion is that if permitted to remain under· 
he·t pre~ent environment, her whole life not only may, but in 
all probability "."ill result in ruin. 
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CONCLUSION. 
9 
For the reasons heretofore advanced upon the various as-
signments of error., complainant respectfully submits that all 
r,~Iief should be denied the defendant; that he should be 
awarded an absolute divorce upon the grounds of adultery 
and of wilful desertion and abandonment, continuing for a 
period of more than two years; and that the custody of the 
infant child should be reversed and placed with persons 
13* and under *conditions conducive to her future welfare. 
Wherefore, for the foregoing- and other errors, the 
petitioner prays that an appeal from said decree of the Cir-
cuit Court of the City of Riehmond, Virginia, entered on the 
15th day of January, 1943, may be awarded; and that same 
mav be reviewed and reversed. 
Your petitioner prays that an opportunity may be granted 
for an oral statement of his reasons for reviewing the deci-
sion of the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond, Virginia, 
hereinbefore complained of, and that this, his petition, may 
be treated as his brief herein. 
A copy of this petition was delivered to James C. Page., 
Esq., Attorney for the defendant, Beatrice J. Taylor, on the 
1;3th clay of May, 1943. 
Respectfully submitted, 
RICHARD TAYLOR, 
By l\foC. G. FINNIGAN, 
By ,T. W. F. 
JOHN ,v. FUSSELL, 
Counsel. 
14* •»we, John ·w. Fussell and 1\foC. G. Finnigan, Attor-
neys-at-Law, practicini in the Supreme Court of Ap-
peals of. Virginia., do certify that in our opinion tllere is 
error in the record sufficient to warrant a review of same by 
the Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia. 
Received May 13, 1943. 
JOHN "\V. FUSSELL, 
McC. G. FIN:NIGAN. 
M. B. W .A.TTS, Clerk. 
10 ·suph~me Court of .Appeals of Virgfuia 
Appeal allowed. Bond $300~00. 
Sept~mber 28, 1943. 
GEORGE' L. BRbvYNING. 
Received September· 28, 1943. 
· i\L B.'"\V. 
'' ,• I ' 
VIRGINIA: 
In the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond. 
RECORD of the. proceedings had before the Circuit 
Court.of the said City, in the Courfa~oom at the City "Hall, 
in a certain cause in chancery, under the style of: 
Richard Taylor, Plaintiff, 
Against 
Beatrice .J. Taylor, Defendant. 
wherein a decree was entered on 
1
the 15th day of January7 
1943, from which an appeal ·has been taken. 
BE IT :REMEMBERED: That heretofore, to-wit: In the 
Office of the Clerk: 'of said Court at the Second November 
Rules., 1941, came· Richard Taylor, by his attorney, and filed 
his Bill of Complaint against the Defendant, Beatrice J. 
Ttiylor, which Bill of Complaint is in the following words: 
page 2 ~ BILL.OF ·co~iPLAINT. 
To the Honorable Julien Gunn, Judge: 
Your· complainant,· Richard Taylor, as and for basis of 
the relief hereinafter J>rayed· for, charges and aJleges as fol-
lows: 
1. That the parties hereto are husband and wife, as will 
appear :.from certified copy of the certificate of marriage 
l1crcwith filed and marked Exhibit ''A''; having been married 
upon the 23rd .day of July, 1927, and that one child, Hazel B. 
Richard -Tfaylor .v. Beatrice J. ·Taylor ll 
~aylor, now aged 14 years, was born of· said marriage. 
·2. That both parties hereto are actual bona ficle :residents 
,of tlw City of Richmond, State of I Virginia,, and. actually 
,de miciled therein, and that the plaintiff has been such re~i-
<lent and so domiciled for more than one vear next imme-
diately prior to the institution of this suit . ., 
3. That the respondent, Beatrice J. Taylor, willfully and 
without just-cause ·deserted and abandoned your complainant 
"in the month of July, 1939, and that the parties. have not 
'lived together as husband and wife since that date.,· and that 
such desertion has been continuous for ·more than two· years 
prior to bringing this suit. 
4. 'rhat the said respondent,"-in the -month of July, 1939, 
·and at various other times since said date, in the City of 
Rfobmond and in the County of Hanover, Virginia, and else-
where., has committed the act of adultery with one 
page 3 }- Willie Young, and various other persons at times 
and places, at present to your complainant unknown; 
:and specifically that the said respondent, upon the night of 
October 7, 1941, at #1311 N. 26th:Street, in.the City of Rich-
mond, Virginia, committed the act of adultery wit4 the said 
Willie Young. 
5. Your complainant further represents that the said 
·adultery was committed without his connivance or procure-
ment; that the said act occurred within five years prior to 
th~ filing of this suit; and that the same has not been con-
doned. 
6. Your r.omplainant· would further ·,show that until very 
recently the said infant child of the parties has resided in 
Hanover County with the mother of the said respondent., un-
de1· moral and decent living conditions; but that within the 
past few weeks · the said · respondent .has removed the said 
infant child from the said home and brought her to live with 
the respondent in. the City of Richmond, in a place and ,under 
conditions whereby she is subjected to .immoral and. improper 
influence; that the said respondent is entirely unfit to have 
cu~tody or control of the said infant child; and that. the .said 
child should be removed from such influences and from the 
custody of the said respondent at the earliest moment pos-
-sible. 
· ,v1iereof, being remediless in the premises, save in a court 
of equity wher~ such matters are alone. are properly cog-
nizable, your complainant prays that the said respondent,, 
Beatrice J. Taylor, be made party defendant to this Bill, 
:an<l be required to answer the same but not under oath, which 
Supreme Conrt of .Appe·als- of Virginia: 
is waive_d; that proper process issue; that all pro.per in-
. . quiries be had, and all proper decrees and orders. 
page 4 f be entered; that he be awarded, upon ground of.' 
desertion or adultery as to the Court may seem 
:n,roper, a divorce frQm the bond of matrimony from the said 
respondent; that he be given at once tempora1·y custody and 
eor,trol of' his· inf ant daughter and that she. be: removed by 
the Court away from respondent's home and the. influences 
thereof,: as promptly as can be done; that in its final decree· 
the C(mrt may award him entire. custody and confa·ol of the; 
said infant child, and that he have sueb other and further and 
general relief as to the Court may seem pro.per M 
And your complainant will ever pray, etc.. 
Respectfully, 
lfoC. G. FINNIGAN, p. q. 
RICHARD' TAYLOR 
By Counsel. 
pag·e 5 ~ CERTIFICATE OF MARRIA:GE 
COMMONvYEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
City County of City of Richmond. 
Full name of groom, Richard Taylor. 
Present name of bFide, Beatrice- Johnson .. 
GROO:M: 
Age, 23 ; race, col ; single, widowed, or clivorced, single. 
Occupation, mechanic. 
Birthplace, Goochland Co., Va .. 
Father's :foll name., Wm. and 
Mother's maiden name, Barbal'a T·aylor. 
Residence: city or county, mailing address, S1mllow \Vell,. 
Va. 
BRIDE 
Age, 1.8 ; race, col. ; single, widowed, or divorced, single. 
Birthplace, Hanover Co .. , Va. 
Father's full name and 
Mother's maiden name, Maria J olmson. 
Resirlence: city or county, mailing address, Richmond. 
Richard Taylor v. Beatrice J. Taylor 
, Date of Proposed M:a.rriage, July 23, 1927. 
Place of Proposed Marriage, Richmond. 
Given under my hand this 23" day of July, 1927. 
13 
WALTER CHRISTIAN, 
Clerk of Hustings Court. ·i • 
(On back) 
MARRIAGE LICENSE 
Virginia City of Richmond to-wit: 
To any person licensed to celebrate marriages: 
You are hereby authorized to join together in the Holy 
St.ate of Matrimony, according to the rites and ceremonies 
of your Church or religious denomination, and the laws of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
Richard J olmson and Beatrice Johnson. 
Given under my hand, as Clerk of Hustings. Court of City 
of Richmond, County ( or City) this 23rd day of July, 1927. 
"\V ALTER CHRISTIAN,, Clerk. 
The above parties were united in marriage by the Rev. 
W. E. Banks on the 23rd day of July, 1927, at :Manakin, Va. 
Teste: 
WALTER CHRISTIAN, Clerk. 
MARRIAGE LICENSE 
County (or City) City of Richmond. 
Richard Taylor, Husband. 
Beatrice Johnson, Wife. 
Date of Issue, July 23, 1927. 
page 6 ~ And process issued on said BiH, which was duly 
executed and said cause was placed on Court docket 
and set for hearing· at the First December Rules, 1941. 
14 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
And at another day, to-wit: At a Circuit Court of the City 
of Richmond held in the Courtroom of the City Hall thereof 
on Saturday the 20th day of December, 1941~ the following 
order was entered: 
page 7 }- ORDER. 
Upon motion of the plaintiff, by counsel, it is ordered that 
his petition be and the same is hereby filed. 
McC. G. FINNIGAN, p. q. 
pag·e 8 ~ PETITION. 
To the Honorable Julien Gunn, Judge: 
· Your petitioner, Richard Taylor, who is complainant in the 
above entitled chancery suit for diYorce, respectfully repre-
sents unto the Court the following: 
1. That the within suit was filed in vour Honor's Court 
at 11 :45 A. M., upon October 31, 1941; ·and that there were 
pending in the Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court of the 
City of Richmond, two separate proceedings involving your 
petitioner.,-one for the support of t]Je 14 years old infant 
child of the parties, and the other proceeding· instituted by 
your petitioner, charging bis wife, the defendant herein, with 
adultery, and that the said proceedings were set in the said 
Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court for 12 o'clock of the 
said day. 
2. That attention of the ,Juvenile & Domestic Relations 
Court was called to the fact that the divorce proceeding was 
being filed upon that day, and the Juvenile Court was asked 
to take no action in the non-support matter. 
~3. Despite the foregoing· the said Juvenile & Doµiestic Re-
lations Court proceeded to ordei· your petitioner to pay unto 
hi~ snid wife, mother of the infant child, over petitioner.'s ob-
jection, the sum of Five ($5.00) Dollars per week; and al-
thoug·h this divorce proceeding has been pending in your 
.Honor's court since the said date, bas continued to require 
periodic payment of the said amounts. 
p~ge 9 ~ 4. Your petitioner further repre~ents that his 
said child has been until a very short time prior to 
the filing of this suit, in the _custody of her grandmother in 
Ricbard Taylor v. Beafrice J. "Taylor 15 
Ranover County, where she has been properly maintained 
~under moral and decent surroundings; but that shortly be-
fore the said defendant had, over his objection, brought the 
,child into Richmond, where she has been kept under im-
_prc,per and immoral conditions at a place where the defend-
.ant is immorally associating with a man named by your Peti-
tic,ner in his suit for divorce; and that it has developed in the 
.Juvenile Court that both the said man and the defendant 
l 1erein are afflicted with venereal disease. 
Because of the foregoing·, and because, prior to any action 
in the Juvenile Court this Court had acquired jurisdiction~ 
.and because the care, custody, control and maintenance of 
the said infant are peculiarly, under the circumstances, within 
the province of this Court, your petitioner prays that a 
proper order may be entered requiring all further proceed-
ing·d with regard to the foreg·oing be had and determined in· 
your Honor's court, and that the child be removed from the 
·defendant's control, and the care and custody awarded your 
petitioner. 
Your petitioner further represents that, without agreeing 
to the correctness of certain charg·es in this petition.: counsel 
for the defendant has concurred in your petitioner's request 
for removal from the Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court 
to this Court; but that the learned Judge of the 
page 10 } Juvenile & Domestic Relations Court has refused 
to accede to the joint request of the partie~, by 
cc.ounsel 
Respectfully, 
Mc. C. G. FINNIGAN, p. q. 
11is 
RICHARD (X) TAYLOR 
Mark 
Petitioner. 
McC. G. FINNIGAN 
vVitness 
page 11 ~ And at another day, to-wit: At a Circuit Court 
of the Citv of Richmond held in the Courtroom of 
the City Hall thereof on Friday the 24th day of J nly, 1942., 
the following order was entered:: 
16 S'up·weme. Court of Appeals af Virgima, 
page 12 ~ ORDER .. 
This day came Beatr.ice J ... Taylor, the defendant in th~ 
above styled cause, by counsel, and moved the Court for. leave. 
to file her answer and cross-bill in this suit, and, upon mo-· 
tiou oi the defendant, with the consent of the complainant.,. 
this cause is ordered taken. from rules, docketed and set for· 
hetuing npon said answer and c:ross-bill. 
pag·e 13 ~ ANSWER AND CROSS-BILL OF DE:B't]}NDANT .. 
The answer and eross-bill or Beatrice J·. Taylor t() a bill 
of complaint filed against her in the Circuit Court of the 
City of Richmond, Virginia, by Richard Taylor .. 
This respondent admits as true and avers that she and the\ 
complainant, Richard Taylor, were lawfully married in the 
·City of Richmond, Virginia, on the 23rd day of July, 1927 ,. 
as set forth in complainant's bill. Respondent further ad-
mits and avers that she and the complainant are and have-
been actual bona fide residents of the State of Virginia for-
twelve months prior to the commencement of this suit; that 
respondent was domiciled in the City of Richmond, Virginia,. 
at the time of the institution of this suit and is now so domi-
ciled, and that complainant and defendant last cohal>ited as: 
buaband and wife in the City of Richmond, Virginia; that 
complainant has since the institution of this s1,1it removed 
his domicile to GoQchland County, Virginia. 
Respondent further admits that there is one child born of 
said marriage, Hazel B. Taylor, who will be fourteen years 
old on Ang·ust 28th next, and for most of the time has re~ 
sided with your respondent in the City of Richmond or with 
respondent's mother, Maria J. Christian: in Hano-\rer County,. 
Virginia. 
Every other allegation in complainant's bill not specifically 
admitted is denied and strict proof thereof is called for. 
In reply to section three of complainant's bill, respondent 
avers and charges that for the most of' the time of' her mar-
ried life her husband was most cruel and aousive, 
page 14 ~ frequently beating her and cursing· her almost 
daily, causinO' her to leave home four or five times 
during their married life because she felt her health and life 
were endangered. Respondent still carries scars on her face 
where complainant brutally struck her, injuring the bridge of 
her nose and face. 
Your respondent on one occasion employed counsel to ob-
tain a divorce but complainant became so violent that sl1e 
was compelled to leave the city and spend about twelve 
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months in New Jersey. Complainant importuned respond-
ent to return to him on his solemn promise to treat her bet-
ter., but this only lasted a short time and his conduct grew 
worse. He frequently absented himself from their home, 715 
West Clay Street, spending the night away from home with-
out any explanation whatever. 
Respondent would here state that she has worked for the 
most part of thirteen years for Mr. Thomas Whittet and 
family who live in the Prestwould Apartments, and that she 
has been the main support of herself and infant child; that 
for some time a period of two years would elapse without 
her husband giving any support to the child until she would 
force him through the Juvenile Court to contribute some-
thing for the child's support, and he· is now under the Court's 
order to pay $5.00 per week for the same; that respondent 
has worked faithfully to maintain herself and child, she 
(Hazel) having completed her elementary course at the 
George Mason School in Richmond and will enter Maggie 
,valker High 'School this fall. 
Respondent indignantly denies the charg·es in complainant's 
bill of committing adultery with one ·willie Young· 
page 15 ~ or any other, and calls for strict proof of same, 
and she particularly denies the offense charged 
therein as of October 7, 1941, at 1311 N. 26th Street, Rich-
mond, Virginia. Respondent avers and so states that she 
and her brother, linwood .Johnson., have maintained a small 
home at this number chiefly for the benefit of her young 
daug·hter while attending school, and that when the school 
session ends she returns to her grandmother's home in Han-
ov(~r County. Respondent denies that she conducts herself in 
an immoral way or subjects her child to any improper or im-
moral surroundings. 
Respondent for affirmative relief avers and states the fol-
lowing as her grounds for such relief: That during the month 
of ~Tuly, 1939, her husband, the complainant, was confined for 
about ten days as a patient in St. Philips Hospital, Rich-
mond, Virginia; that this respondent was re1iablv informed 
that his trouble was a venereal infection; tbat during that 
time his truckin~ business was operated by another ,vornau, 
w·ho collected all his money, although respondent was living 
with complainant and keeping the home while he was in the 
hospital. 
Respondent went to the hospital the day he was leaving, 
where she was informed by complainant that he l1ad better not 
catch her in the home when he returned. Respondent, rea1iz-
ing the brutal treatment she had received at his 11ands on 
other occasions~ removed her personal belongings · ancl went 
18 Supreme. Court of Appeals of Virginia 
elsewhere. This was about August 1, 1939, and that she and 
complainant have not cohabited or lived together as husband 
and wife at any time since he forced her to leave; 
page 16 ~ all of which acts were without fault on her part. 
Respondent would here specifically deny the charge 
of having a venereal disease, if such there be. Examination 
showed only latent symptoms which were caused or con-
tracted from complainant. 
In tender consideration whereof and for as much as your 
respondent is without remedy save in a court of equity where 
such matters are alone and properly cognizable, respondent 
prays that Richard Taylor, the complainant, be made a party 
defendant to this her answer and cross-bill and required to 
answer same; that complainant's bill be dismissed and that 
this respondent be awarded a decree from the bond of matri-
mony from the complainant on the grounds of cruelty and 
desertion for more than two years; that respondent be 
awarded the care, custody and control of her infant daughter, 
Hazel B. Taylor, during her minority or until she marries, 
with reasonable support money from her father, the com-
plainant, and without interference or control on his part; 
that the said complainant., Richard Taylor, be required to 
pay the costs of these proceedings; that all proper orders 
and decrees be awarded your complainant in this behalf, and 
that she may have all such other, further and general relief 
as the nature of her case may require or to equity may seem 
meet. 
And she will ever pray, etc. 
CHAS. W. MOSS 
JAMES C. PAGE 
Counsel 
BEATRICE J. TAYLOR 
By counsel 
page 17 ~ And at another day, to-wit: At a Circuit Court 
of the City of Richmond held in the Courtroom of 
the Ci.ty Hall thereof on Friday the 15th clay of J anunry, 
1943, the following decree was entered: 
page 18 ~ FINAL DECREE. 
This cause, in which the defendant has been served with 
process in the manner provi~led by law, came on this day to 
be heard on the complainant's bill and exhibit filed therewith 
marked "A'' regularly filed and.'matured at rules, and upon 
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:the defendant's answer and cross-bill filed by order of Court 
.and upon the depositions of witnesses regularly taken on be-
half of the defendant and filed in the Clerk's Office of this 
Court; and was argued by counsel 
On consideration whereof, the Court, being of the opinion 
.that the evidence failed to support the allegations of the com-
_plainant's bill, doth so adjudge, order and decree., and the 
.said complainant's bill is hereby dismissed. 
And it further appearing to the Court from the evidence 
independent of admissions of either party in the pleadings 
or otherwise that both the complainant and the defendant, 
·who are members of the colored race, are and have been actual 
.bona fide residents of the State for more than one year next 
preceding the commencement of this suit, and that the de-
fendant at the time of the institution of this suit had her 
place of residence in the City of Richmond, Virginia; that the 
said parties were lawfully married in the City of Richmond 
•on the 23rd day of July, 1926, by authority of license issued 
from the Clerk's Office of the Husting·s Court of the City of 
Richmond; that the charges of cruelty and deser-
:page 19 r tion on the part of the defendant have been fully 
proven, as alleged in defendant's answer and 
~ross-hill, and that the parties hereto have not cohabited since 
the said desertion, a period of more than two years, the 
·Court, doth, the ref ore, adjudge., order and decree that the 
:said marriage, heretofore solemnized between the said par-
ties on the 23rd day of July, 1926, be, and the same is hereby 
,dissolved in the manner prescribed by law, and that the de-
fendant, Beatrice Taylor, be, and she is hereby divorced from 
the bond of matrimony from the complainant, Ra.chard Tay-
lor. 
The Court doth further adjudge., ·order :and decree that the 
care, custody and control of the infant child, Hazel B .. Taylor, 
is awarded to the defendant, her mother, free from the in-
fluence or control of her father, .Richard Taylor. The said 
Richard Taylor shall continue to pay the sum of Five Dollars 
($5.tJO) per week for tl1e support of the said Hazel B. Taylor, 
the infant, as ordered by the Juvenile and Domestic Rela-
tions Court of the Citv of Richmond until the further order 
of this Court; that alf property rights of the parties hereto, 
,either present or future, either in dower or curtesy, are ex-
tinguished and forever barred. 
The Court doth further order and decree in conformitv 
with sec. 5113 of the Code of Virginia, that neither party 
l1ereto shall be permitted to marry again for six months from 
the date of this decree.. 
2Q &p~eme Caurt of AJpea:Is of Vi;rgfmia 
RichMd Taylor. 
page· 20 } N othfog fu:dhe.r 1:emaining to be done in this: 
cause., it is ordere'1. that the same shall be removed 
from the docket and the papers filed among the ended causes; 
or' this Court, with leave to either party in interest to have· 
the ~ame reinstated oll notice .. 
page· 21 } Ana at another day, to-wit: . At a Ciiycuit Court 
of the City of Richmond held in the Courtroom. 
of' the City Hall.thereof on Wednesday the 9th day o.f Decem .. 
be~, 1942, the. following Depositions were filed: 
pa:ge 22 f DEPOSITIONS. 
Depositions of Richard THylor and others taken before me,.. 
:Mildred IC Hall, a Notary Public, of the City of Richmond 
and State of Virg'inia, pursuant to notice duly accepted by 
tl1e defendant by counsel, taken at the offices of McC. G. },in-· 
nigan, 500 Travelers Building, Richmond, Virginia, to be 
read as evidence in the suit in chancery pending in the abovei 
Court under the style of Richard Taylor v. Beatrice J. Tay--. 
for 
:Monday, December 29, 1941, none of the witnesses appear-
ing for the taking of these depositions, if was contfnued by 
agreement of counsel to Monday, June 8, 1942, at 11 :00 a. m .. 
l\fonday, June 8, 1942., met pursuant to adjournment. 
Present: Plaintiff in person, 
McC. G. Finnigan, Com1sel for Plaintiff, 
0:harles W. Moss, Counsel for Defendant. 
page 23 f RICHARD TAYLOR, 
· a witness of lawful age being first duly sworn, de-
poses and saith a:s :follows : 
Questions by Mr. Finnigan ~ 
· Q. Please state your age, race, residence and occupation, 
and whether you are plaintiff in the suit, Richard Tavlor 1,, 
B,Jatrice Taylor. .. .. 
.. A .. I., am the plaintiff and my age is 38 .• I reside at Sabot,. 
Yirgmia, and I am of tl1e colored race. l\fv work is haulin<>"' 
and peddling. . .. · ~ 
Q. Are you the Imsbancl of Beatrice Taylorf 
.A.. Yes, sir. 
Q .. I hand you a certified copy of tl1e man·iage Iieense of 
.i Richard Taylor v. -~eati~ice J .. Taylor 
Richanl Taylor. 
July 23, 1927, showing marriage upon -that date to Beatrice 
Johnson and ask whet~~r that is the ee.~tifiGate .of ~he mar-
riage. 
,A. It is, and I file it with my clepositions·marke_d ''Exhibit 
R. T. No. 1." . · · 
Q. Were any children born of your marriage? 
A. One child, whose name is Hazel; and who is·now\14 .. 
Q. Where does y.our wife live? · · 
· .A. 1311 North 26th Street, Richmond; Virginia. 
-· Qi How long bas sbe·Iived theref 
A.. About three yea1 .. s. 
'. Q . .Are you an-actual bona fide resident, of the Stat~ of Vir-
ginia, and do you actually live in the State of Virginia, and 
have you lived constantly in the State of Virginia for more 
than a year next immediately before bringing this suit! 
.A. YC3s, sir. 
page 24 ~ Q. Do you and your wife· now live together Y 
-A. We do not. · 
Q. "'Vhen did you last live together? 
A. It will be three -yea-rs this coming July. 
Q. Did your ,wife leave you., or did you leave your wife! 
A. She left me while I was sick in the hospital. 
Q. How long J:rad·you been th~re? 
.A. About ten davs. · 
Q. Where were .. you and your wife living when she left 
vout 
., A. 715 West Clay Sheet, Richmond, Virginia. 
A. Is that the last place you lived together as husband and 
wife? · · · · - · .-
A. Yes, sir: 
· Q. Had you been separated before that time? 
A. Yes;sir, at least three or four times-... 
Q. What caused the separation'? 
A. She would p:et mad and get up and walk away. · · 
A. What was the longest time she stayed away on· any of 
these occasions? · 
A. The last time she stayed away two years. 
· · Q. Under what circumstances did she come back? 
.A. When she would leave, she would beg me to take her 
back and swear she would not leave any more, and the next 
time sl1e got mad, she would walk out ag·ain. 
Q. What reason did she lmve for leaving vou at these 
tirr1es 7 ., 
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Richard T<tylor. 
A. ,She would not have any, ancl after she had 
page 25 ~ been go~e quite a while she would take me to 
Judge Ricks' Court,, but the Judge would not re~ 
quire me to support her because it was her fault. . 
Q. When she left you in .July, 1939, while you were m the_ 
hospital, did you know she was gone1 
A. I -did not know it until I got home. 
Q. ·what did you find out when you got bom~? 
A. I found the house all torn up and everything· gone. She-
had moved everythino· out. She had told the neighbors what 
she was going to clo., but she never told me. · 
Q. Did she come to see you in the hospital f 
A. Not during the last week or so. 
Q. Where did she go to live 1 
.A. I believe she went to live on 26th Street, the same place 
she does now. It was some weeks before I found out where 
she was living. 
Q. Did you see, or have read to you, a letter of August 21, 
1939, written by your Counsel, Mr. P. A. L. Smith, Jr., to 
your wife at box 362, route 1. Richmond, Virginia t 
A. -Yes, I saw the letter and :M:r. Smith read it to me. 
Q. Is this a copy of the letter? 
.A. Yes, sir., and I file it marked "Exhibit R. T. No. 2." 
Q. In that letter your Counsel asked that your wife return 
by September at the latest. 
Q. Did she return°? 
A. No, sir, she did not. 
Q. Has she ever returned to live with. you from that time? 
A. No, sir, she never has. 
page 26 ~ Q. Do you know a man by the name of Gus 
(Flop) Wright? 
A. Yes, sir, this man was staying· with her at 1311 North 
26th Street, as I afterward learned. 
Q. Did your wife have any cause to walk out and take the 
11ousehold effects with her? 
A. None whatever. 
Q. Has your wife's desertion of you been continuous for 
more than two years 1 · 
A. Yes, sir, it will be three years in Julv. 
Q. Do you know a man by the name of '1Yillie Young·? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did you know him Y 
A. I have known him for about a vear. She has either 
been living- with him on 26th Street, or .. he has been spe~ding 
Ricbara Taylor ·v. Beafrice J. 'Taylor 
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:a good deal of his time there., both in the daytime and in the 
11ighttime.. 
She has been going around with him steady .. 
Q. Have you done anything· about this Y . 
A. I had them both arrested after I had found him there in 
.J1er rooms, but the case has not been tried in Judge Ricks' 
Court yet. There had to be a medical examination, which 
,disclosed that they both had a serious bad disease. 
Q. ·where were you on the night of October 7, 1941 Y 
A. With a boy named George Minor. I was watching the 
house where she lives. Her brother lives there also with a 
woman he is not married to. They live on the lower floor. 
I had seen my wife with this man, Young, and had heard 
about him coming over there and being- seen in her 
page 27 } rooms, and went there this. night. I had been there 
other nights, but the place would either be dark, 
,or the shades would be down when the light was on so you 
icould not see ·into the room. We watched from across the 
street. The "lights were out part of the time. ·when the 
·lights were on, the lower part of the window was pushed up 
and the wind whipped the curtain so you could see into the 
room. At one time they both came to the window and leaned 
out ,md looked into the street. This man was wearing only 
llis underwear. 
Q. °"'TJ1a t did you do? 
A. I sent the boy to the First Police iBtation to try to get a 
JJoliceman., and I stayed across the street to see tbat they 
would not leave. The boy came back without a policeman and 
told me I would have to go to tl1e station house and swear 
out a warrant before thev could be arrested. I went back 
and swore out the warrant, but the police would not g·o there 
that night at all, so wben it came up in Judge Ricks' Court 
the police liaa not seen anything there. They liad not ar-
rested them for four or five days and I went back to the First 
Police Station, and the police went there with me. They 
found Young t11ere on the p1·emises, but not in her rooms, 
and he was arrested for disorderly conduct. · 
Q. "Where is your cbild? 
A. She took my child from lier mother's in Hanover 
Cr,unty, where she had a good home and was well taken care 
of. Rhe took her down to this place and she has had l1er 
tlH~re ever since. Judge Ricks has let her keep her there 
and made me pay five dollars a week for lier support. _ 
!"! I 
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Q. Do you want- custody .and aontrol of yo_ur. 
page 28 ~ daughter? 
A. Yes, sir, I certainly do. . . . 
Q. Can you make provisions so she will have a good home,. 
so she will .be. taken care of in decent surroundings 1 
A. Yes, sir, I. can take her home to my mother's in the: 
country where she will have a good, decent home. 
Q. Why do you object to her being· with your wife 1 
.A. She· is just -at an age where she can. be influenced.. The· 
way these people live is a terrible thing·: to have young· gfrls 
around., and unless she can be taken away from there, I am 
afraid of what will happen to her. 
Q. Is it your desire for the Court to grant you an absolute 
divorce from yonr wife-.upon the ground of desertion con-
tinuing for more than two years or adultery as the Court 
may think proper t , ' · 
: A. Yes, sir. 
And further this deponent saith not. 
(Signature waived by agr.eement of Counsel.) 
( Counsel for Defendant reserves rig·ht to cross examine.) 
. . . 
·GEORGE MINOR, 
a witness of lawful ag·e being first duly sworn, deposes and 
saith as follows : ·· 
Questions by Mr.· Finnigan:· 
Q. George, how old are you f 
A. 18. 
Q .. Where do you JiveY 
A. 1118 St. John Street, Richmond, Virginia. 
-' · Q. Do you know Riehard Taylor-and his wife! 
page 29 ~ . A. Yes, sir. · ·· -· -~ , .. 
Q. · How long have you·lrnown them 1 · 
A I have known them about fhre vears_ 
Q. Do you know where hts wife ·Iive.s 1 
A. Yes, sir, 1311 ·North 26th Street, Richmond, Virginia. 
Q. Do you know that she bas lived there continuously for 
more than a year before October 31, 1941 ¥ 
A. Yes, sir., she has. 
Q~ Where does Richard Taylor liv·e ¥ 
A. Sa bot, Virginia. 
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Q. Has Richard lived in the State of Virginia continuously 
for more than a year immediately October 31, 19417 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know also their daughter, Hazel¥ 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know where she lives 1 
A. Yes, sir, at 1311 North 26th Street, Richmond, Virgfoia . 
. Q. Do you know of your own knowledge how many people 
hve at that number¥ 
.A .• Mrs. Taylor's brother lives there on the first floor with 
a woman I have heard he. is not. married to. Richard's wife, 
,vith the little gir 1, lives upstairs. 
Q. Do you know Willie Young, and if so, how long have.you 
known himY 
A. I have worked for Richard at different times and he 
asked me to find out what was going on where bis wife lived. 
He was worried a good deal about his daughter, and I 
watched the place at night whenever I could. I 
page 30 ~ saw this same man go in and out pretty often, but 
I did not know then what his name was. I saw 
his ear parked there quite a lot of times and saw him get in 
and out of it, and I took his license number and we found out 
what bis name was at the Motor Vehicle. 
Q. Were you there on the night of October 7, 1941 f 
A. I do not know the date, but it was the time Richard has 
been talking about. Young's car was parked a little ways 
down the street. 
Q. "\Vas it the same car and the same license num9er you 
had been talking abouU _, 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What did you all do T 
A. W' e watched from the other side of the street for quite 
a while, part of the time the front room was dark and then 
when the light was put on, the shade was down. 
Q. Could you see in at all? 
A. 1.Ve could see them when the wind would blow the cur-
tain, and finally Richard's wife and this same man came to 
the window and leaned out and looked into the street . 
. Q. What did they do then? · 
A. They went back in the room and pulled the shade down. 
Q. How was this man dressed? 
A. In his underwear. 
Q. How was Richard's wife dressed f 
.A.. It looked like she was wearing· a kimona. 
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Q. ·what did you do then¥ 
page 31 r A. Richa1·d stayed to watch and I went to the 
First Station to try to get a policeman, but did 
not get anybody, and said Richard would have to come there 
and g·et a warrant. I came back and told him. He went to 
the station house, but the police would not come there that 
night. 
Q. ,vhat time would you all start watching·? 
A. About 9 o'clock. 
Q. About what time did you go to the station house 0/ 
A. Somewhere around 11 o'clock. 
Q. How late did you all stay there waiting for the police 1 
A~ Until about 1 o'clock. 
Q. ,vere these people still in the house and was the car 
still in the st_reet? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q. ,v ere the lights on or off when you left Y 
A. The lights were off. 
Q. Are you related to Richard Taylor in any wayY 
A. No, sir. 
Q. ·where do you work., George! 
A. At the A. & P. Bakery, 1800 West Clay Street. 
And further this deponent saith not. 
(Sig·nature waived by agreement of Counsel.) 
(Rig·ht of cross examination reserved.) 
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In the Circuit Court of the City of Richmond. 
Richard Taylor 
V. 
Beatrice J. Taylor 
The depositions of :M:artha Randolph, Beatrice ,J. Taylor 
and Thomas. ·whi ttet, taken before me, "William E. Crawford, 
a Commissioner in Chancery of the Circuit Court of the City 
of Richmond, this 8th day of October, 1942, to be read as evi-
dence on behalf of the defendant Beatrice J. Tavlor in a 
certain suit pending· in the Circuit Court of the City of Rich-
mond in which Richard Taylor is plaintiff ancl Beatrice J. 
Taylor is the defendant. 
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Appearances : James C. Page, Esq., Counsel for Beatrice 
.J. Tavlor ... 
l\foC. G. Finnigan, Es~, Counsel for Richard Taylor. 
Plaintiff and defendant in person. 
pag3 33 ~ BEATRICE J. TAYLOR { Colored)., 
the defendant, introduced in her own behalf, being 
.first duly sworn, deposes and says as follows: 
DIRECT EXA:MINATION. 
By Mr. Page: . 
Q. State your name, age, residence and occupation? 
A. My name is Beatrice J. Taylor; 30 years old; 1311 
North 26th Street; I work for Mr. Thomas Whittet. 
Q. How long have you resided in the City of Richmond? 
A. 1\..bont 16 or 17 years. 
Q . .A.re you a bona fide resident of the City of Richmond 
:and the State of Virginia 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. When., where and to whom were you married? 
A. I was married to Richard Taylor in 1927 on ,July 23rd, 
in l\fanakin, Virginia. 
Q. Are you and Richard Taylor now living together as 
husband and wife and, if not, state the cause of the separa-
tion? 
A. No, sir, we are not living together. "\Ve separated in 
1939 on Aug11st 5th and the cause was that at the time l1e was 
.in the hospital-before he went to the hospital we had al-
ways gotten along very badly., he had always been cruel to 
me, and he went to the hospital which be remained in the hos-
pital for ten days, which during the time he was 
·page 34} there I never could find out what his disease was 
and I also found out that another woman has been 
collecting the money off of his ice truck whicl1 I knew nothing 
:about until that time. 
Mr. Finnigan: I object to that and move to strike it from 
the record upon the ground that it is apparently hearsay un-
less it is qualified by showing as to how the witness arrived 
:at the knowledge. 
By l\fr. Pap;e : 
Q. You can state what information you had or how you 
]mow that woman was receiving the money. 
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A .. Yes1 sir, because he. told me, the. time he went fo. the 
hospital for me to receive this money and keep his business: 
straight and return the rest of the money to him and the man~ 
who ,vas driving his truck was to bring the money to me at 
nig·ht. vVell, when it failed to happen one night I got his 
brother to take me by this place where the man drove his 
truck. and 110 told me about this WQman had came there ancI 
collected it. 
Mr. Finnigan: I object to that and move· that it be stricken 
as hearsay. · 
A. (Conthming) And then his- bFother went ancl got the! 
money and brought it to me, which I didn't fake, which he did 
that twice .. 
Q. Go on with your answer as to what ha:ppened after that: 
so far as you and Richard were concerned. 
page. 35- ~ A. Then I. went to the hospital every day or-
night to s·ee him whenever· I CQuld ge.f off at visit--
fog hours. So I went there on the Saturday when he was 
gettinr; ready to leave the hospital. So when I found out he· 
was coming home that night we was only rooming·, had one 
room and while he was in the hospital .I had my little girl 
u1> here with me .. 'So I said to him, "Richard; as long as you 
are cominO' out of the hospital it is not room in that room 
for me to keep the little girl here and I am going back home 
and send her back to my mother's where she was already 
· staying with my brother and then I will come back. '' He was· 
wajting for his doctor-Dr. Woodson-to sign his discharge 
c.ara. So I told him I was going to send her home and I would 
come back to see if he had gotten Ms card signed to go home 
with me. So his reply to me was that-he used some awful 
language and said, "If you walk out of here now, you might 
as well Ireep walking and if you do go/' he said, "You better 
not let me see yon any more.'' So, of course, I knew I couldn't 
keep the child in the same bed with him and me, he coming 
out of the hospital and I not knowing· his trouble. So wI1e11 
I went out to send the child home I got my things up where 
we were living and I went home with the child. 
Q. He told you it wonldn't be well for him to find you at 
tl1e housef 
A. "\Vhen l1e got out. 
page 36 ~ Q. Did you have reasons to fear him from the 
treatment vou had received before! 
.A.. Yes, sir, I certainly did. 
·, 
\ 
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Q. Relate some of the incidents before that led up to it, 
how he treated you Y 
A. Well, on one occasion he beat me and took his fist and 
hit me and bruised me across here (Indicating nose) which 
the mark is there, and this lady )lere wasn't there when it 
happened, but she saw it one day all bleeding, when I took 
him to the Juvenile Court and he was convicted there for 
be!J,ting me, and on another occasion l1e used an iron poker 
where he hit me with and I had to go to Dr. Huleher in the 
2200 block West Main for the hemorrhage between the skin 
and the bone, and another occasion I had to him to the 
Juvenile Court for beating me., and that is why I feared to 
be in the house when he come out of the hospital and I didn't 
want that to happen any more. 
Q. Have you and Richard separated at any time before 
this! 
A. Yes, sir, I had left him, we had separated four or five 
times and went back to try him again. 
Q. You instituted a suit or threatened to institute a suit 
severa] years ag·o, didn't you Y 
A. Yes, sir, I did; it has been about seven or eight years 
ago and he frightened me so then that I took my 
page 37 ~ child and went away because I was afraid of him 
and just left the city and I stayed away for about 
a year and then when I returned he promised he would do 
better, which I went back because I wanted to make a home 
for the child, but he didn't do any better, just got worse and 
worse. 
Q. That was the cause for your leavingY 
.A. Yes, all those beatings, which twice I had to go to this 
lady's house for protection and Mr. Whittet-I called him 
and he sent a cab there once to get me away because I was 
afraid of him and one time he took me and the child over to 
a lady's house on Leigh Street and I got a warrant out at the 
station house for Richard. Mr. Whittet got in the car with 
the police and went to the house and they met Richard on the 
street and arrested him. Several occasions he has beaten 
me. He has always been mean to me ever since I married 
him. 
Q. How about his language on other occasions Y 
A. Oh, well, he has always used terrib]e language to me on 
al! occasions. · 
Q. How long have you worked for Mr. Whittet f 
A. T l1ave been there-it was fifteen years in September. 
Q. You are charged in your husband's bi11 against you that 
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in the month of July, 1939, and at various other times since 
that date in the City of Richmond and County of .Hanover, 
Virginia, and elsewhere, you committed adultery 
page 38 ~ with one Willie Young·. What have you to say as 
to that¥ . 
.A.. I would say that is not true and at that time I didn't 
even know " 7illie Y ouug. 
Q. In 1939? 
A. Yes, in July, 1939, I didn't even know Willi~ Young. 
Q. You positively deny that charge t 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q. He charges further that on October 7, 1941, at 1311 
North 26th Street in the City of Richmond, Virginia, yon 
committed adultery with the said Willie Young. 
A. vVell, I deny that. That is not true . 
. i. Will you relate the circumstances under which you were 
n:t:-rested that night t 
A. Yes, sir, I was. That was the night that this man 
·wmie Young came to the house and he is a friend of the fam-
ily which I live with my brother-
Q. You live with your brother? 
A. Yes, sir, and my brother was at work, he had g·one to 
work and was working at nig·ht and when this Willie Young 
come I only had fire .. upstairs in my room. 
Q. Just state who else was in the house at the time. 
A. My little girl was there, my daughter, and another girl 
roomed there, Gertrude "'White, and when someone knocked 
at the door I comes down to the door to see who it was and 
before I opened the door I said, ""\Vho is that?" 
pag·e 39 ~ which we always do. He said, "It is the police." 
So I opened the door and when I opened the door 
he said to me, "Who is here?" So I told him, which he said, 
'' ,v~here is this ·wmie Young t'' I said, '' He is back in the 
kitchen," which he went in and when he went back in the 
ha]] be opened the back door and there was Richard and an-
other policeman. tSo they came on in. 
Q. Richard was with the police Y 
A. With another police at the back door and this one came 
to the front door. So when thev came on in he wanted to 
know, ''vVhat is this man doing beret'' and told us they had 
a warrant for us. I asked him what he was charging me with, 
what could be the warrant, was it any harm to sit clown and 
talk. He said, ""'\Ve had a warrant; Richard got out a war~ 
rant sometime ago., but Richard doesn't have it and we will 
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have to wait until someone comes,'' and they had to write 
the warrant after they got there and so it was carried to the 
.Juvenile Court and it was dismissed because it wasn't any· 
thing to it because my daughter was upstairs in the room 
with me. 
Q. And he was down in the kitchen T 
A. He was down in the kitchen, which we didn't have any 
fire in the kitchen, it had just begun to turn cold, but he was 
fo the kitchen, and I was just as I had come from work, I 
don't think I had even taken my coat off. I might have had 
my coat off, but had everythi;ng else on and so did 
page 40} he. I think I had my coat on. 
Q. Do you have the custody of the child? 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q. State where the child lives and where she is now and 
what scl1ool she is int 
A. Well, she goes to the Maggie Walker High School now, 
:and she lives with me. 
Q. \Vhat i~ her age now f 
A. She is fourteen, she was fourteen on the 28th of last 
August., and she goes to school every day and then comes 
ltome and it is two more girls which stays theie, has the room 
upstairs, and when they are there when they get home from 
work s11e stays with them until I get home at night and if they 
go away anywhere I see that she has got car fare and she 
comes up where I am and stays until I go home; also I have 
m1 arrangement with another lady up i.n the 1100 block which 
I pv.ys her a quarter every evening if it is no one there and 
·she will go up there and let her stay at her house until I 
,come from work. I see she is well taken care of. 
Q. Do you work every clay when you are able and does the 
-child p;o to high 'School every day 1 
A. Yes, sir, I works every days and she goes to school 
·every day and it is only one time tbat she has been unpro-
motecl since she has been going to school and that was _one 
. year be had her with his sister and she was going 
JJage 41 } to the Elba School up here and Miss Anderson was 
l1er teacher and Miss Anderson said-
Mr. Finnigan: Don't state what anyone told you. 
A. (Continuing) But she wasn't promoted-that is tlle only 
time she was unpromoted-because she wasn't sent to school 
regular enough to be promoted and finally he had to call me 
:up that year and ask if I wanted lier .. 
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Q. He asked you to take her baeki 
.A. Yes. So I went and took her from him and during the' 
times tba:t he had her she· didn't have shoes to weru:· to school 
and I had to go .there and take her down on the street and 
get her shoes.. · 
Q. What does your husband contribute to the support of 
tbfa child? 
A. Well, Judge Ricks of the Juvenile Court, l1e told him. 
to leave $5.00 per week for her down there as long as she· 
remains in my care,. but Richard doesn't clo that; he misses. 
three to four weeks, sometimes misses· four weeks and will 
come up and pay two. The last time he missed three weeks. 
and he paid two,. which this week I haven't received any-
thing and they told me this morning he hadn't left anything 
this week. 
Q. You state in yonr cross-biII and answer that there have-
been periods as long as two years that he contributed noth-
ing to the support of the child .. 
pag·e 42 } A. Yes, sir, that is when I left him in 1939 and 
he didn't contribute anything to the child until we 
went to court this time and Judge Ricks ordered him to take 
care· of the child each week. 
Q. ,,There does the child stay when the school is not il1l 
~s~onY · 
A. She stays at home or either she is np there with me 
where I work. 
Q. Does she go with your mother? 
A. She goes down there in the summer; only went once 
last summer. I sent her down to my mother and then when 
school started I brought her back. 
Q. vVhat is your mother's namer 
A. Maria J. Christian. 
Q. Do you desire tbe care, custody and control of your 
ohild until she becomes of age or marries! 
A. Yes., sir, I do. 
CROSS EXAMINATION .. 
By :Mr. Finnigan : 
Q. How old were you when you were married Y 
A. I was 15. 
Q. You left your husband four or five times before he went 
to the hospital, you say f 
A. Not in that s·ame year, but yem~s before .. 
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page 43 ~ Q. How long had he been in the hospital before 
you left him on the 5th of August, 1939? 
.A.. I left on the 10th day. 
Q. How long was he in the hospital before you lefU 
A. Ten days. 
Q. He was still quite sick, wasn't be? 
A. No, sir; that same day he was coming· home. 
Q. But they had not yet discharged him when you left Y 
A. They had him up and dressed, hut they were waiting 
for Dr. Woodson who was in the operating room operating 
on other patients and he had to wait for him to sign his dis-
charge card. 
Q. To see if he could come home 1 
A. He knew he was coming home because the lady at. the 
<lesk-
Q. I didn't ask what someone else said; he was waiting 
for a Dr. Woodson to see him to see whether he could come? 
A. He was waiting· to get his discharge card signed. 
Q. And Dr. "'\Voodson bad to see him before he could leave? 
A. To sign bis card. 
Q. You h~d him in the Juvenile Court, you said, on one 
occasion for beating you Y 
A. On several occasions for beating· me. 
Q. What was the outcome of those cases Y 
pagP, 44 ~ A. Well, one or two of them J udg·e Ricks put 
him under a peace bond that he wouldn't beat me 
a11y more. 
Q. Are you sure of that Y 
A. Yes, sir, I am. 
Q. ,vm you give us the dates? 
A. Well, no., sir, because I can't remember the dates ex-
actly. 
Q. Can you give us approximately any one date on which 
Judge Ricks ever put him under a peace bond¥ 
A. No, sir, I couldn't because I don't remember exactly 
and wouldn't like to try. 




A. V{ ell, maybe he has but I don't remember that. 
Q. ·who saw him beat you on any of these occasions? 
A. vV ell, this lady ( indicating- witness in room) saw him 
drag me from under her bed and she had seen me· in plac~s-
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I n:ean saw me after he had beaten me. For instance, when 
he hit me up here and this was all bleeding she saw all that, 
but usually it was no one present but him and I and the little 
girl and she was so small she couldn't remember it. He al-
ways picked the times when no one was there but him and I. 
Q. Was that what I asked you Y Does that re-
page 45 ~ quire all that answer? 
A. Well, it is practically the same thing·. 
Q. I asked you this and am going to repeat it: Do you 
have the name of any one person who can come here and 
testify that they were ever present anywhere on any occasion 
when Richard Taylor struck you T 
A. No, no one. 
Q. And you say you went to Dr. Hulcher after some inci-
dent in which he struck you with a poker. Is thei·e anyone 
who can come here and testify who saw thaU 
A. No, sir, because we were in the room alone, no one but 
him and I. 
Q. And there is no one alive., so far as you know, who can 
say of their own knowledge how you received the injuries 
that you talked about, is there, outside of yourselU 
A. vVell, this lady like I say and also Mr. ,VJiittet they 
]1ave seen me afterwards, but no one has seen that because 
it is no one in the room but l1im and I. 
Q. And the only way they would know how you received 
these injuries would be by what you told them 1 
A. Yes, sir, that is true. 
Q. ,v as your husband a free patient or pay patient at the 
hospital T 
A. He was a pay patient. 
Q. And naturally he was anxious to get' out of 
page 46 ~ there as quickly as he could, wasn't he? · 
A. "Tell, I don't know, but I am sure he must 
have. 
Q. It was. costing him money every day, wasn't iU 
A. Yes, s1r. . 
Q. So that as soon as his strength was great enough so 
be could go home be was going to get discharged, wasn't he! 
A. Yes. 
Q. He was quite weak at that time, wasn't bet 
A. "r ell, I guess he was, but he was sitting "lp. . 
Q. You lived with him rig·ht along until the time he went 
to the hospital? 
A. Yes, sir, I did. 
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·Q. He was stronger before he went in than he was when 
l1e wns ready to come out, wasn't he f 
A. Yes, sir, he was. (J. You were not enough afraid of him to leave him until 
he was in the hospital, were you T 
A. Well, he didn't make those threats to me until he was 
in the hospital and he was coming out. 
Q. What was the occasion for those threats Y 
A. Because· when I found out he was waiting to get his dis-
.charge and his card signed to come home which we only 
1·oomed, had one room and one double bed in this room and I 
:told him that since he was coming home I was going back to 
my home and send the little child, which I brought 
page 47} her with me at the time he was in the hospital, back 
to my mother's where she was staying with my 
brother and be told me not to go. So I told him she had to 
:go home if he was coming out because there wasn't room there 
for ber with him coming from the hospital and I didn't know 
what his disease was and it would not be safe to keep the 
.child there in the same bed with him and his answer was to 
me---he used bad words-he said,, "If you walk out of here 
now you might as well keep walking and you better not be 
home when I get out.'' Them was the words he said to me 
.and, of course, I lrnew what those threats meant and knew. 
what be would do and I went back home and got my things 
and took the child and went to my mother's. 
Q. That is the only thing you had done to cause these 
threatE: that you speak of? 
A. Yes, sir, that is all that I had done or said. 
(~. Where were you and Richard living then? 
A. We were living· at 715 "Test Clay Street. 
Q. Richmond, Virginia 1 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q~ And where were -you g·oing to sencl the child? 
A. Back to my mother's where she was staying when I 
was living with him. That is who kept my child when I was 
working. 
Q. Where was that? 
A. In Hanover County~ 
page 48 } Q. .After you left did you receive on or about 
August 21, 1939, the original of this letter which 
I hand you a copy dated Richmond, Virginia, 715 West Clay 
Street, Aug·ust 21, r939 T 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. You have read the letter carefully, haven't you? 
A. Yes., sir., I have. vVhen was that written 7 
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Mi:. Page : It is addressed to Box 362, Route 1, Richmondr 
Virginia. Did you live anywhere near. there Y 
. The Witness: That is my mother's address .. 
By Mr. Finnigan:-
Q. Is that where you wei:e living at the time f 
.A. No, sir. That is my mother's address a11d tl1at i&. whei:e-
the child was. 
Q. I thought' you said you went to take the child there? 
A. I took the child and went home that Saturday, which 
was the 5th of August, when he was to come out of the hos-
pital and I came back to Richmond that Sunday because I 
works in town and the child stayed down therer which I didn't 
Iivf~ down there and I went to see the child, but my child was 
here at the time and that is why I could go down there that 
S:aturday~ · 
Q. Will ygu tell us yes or· no whether you 1·eceived thA-
original of that letter t 
Mr. Finnigan.: Note, please, tbe witness hesitates. 
page 49 ~ .A. I think .I did receive that. 
::M:1:·. Finnigan: I offer that in evidence .. 
Note: Filed and marked Exllibit No. 1. 
Q.· How often would you go" down to your mother"s where 
the child was? 
.A.. I would go down at least once a week and if I could get. 
a way I would go twice a week. 
Q. Where were you living at that time Y 
A. The same address, 1311 North 26th Street. 
Q. Now these beatings you spoke of., you said the first one 
vou took him over to the ,T uvenile Court. ·which one was 
that! 
A. I took him over to the Juvenile Court on several occa-
sions, not just the first one. I don't know the dates oi· 
months; it was off and on ever since I married him Ile has 
been heating me. 
Q. Tell us what yearf 
A. I don't remember the year. 
Q. Tell us what year you went there the first time!' 
.A. I don't 1·emember that. 
Richard Taylor v. Beatrice J. Taylor 
Beatrice J. Taylor (Colored). 
37 
Q. How long before you left hiµi in August, 1939, was the 
last time you had him in the Juvenile Court t 
Mr. Page: Counsel for the defendant objects to this ques-
tion because the record of the Juvenile Court would be the 
best evidence in this case. 
Jlage 50 ~ Mr. Finnigan: I want to test the witness' recol-
lection for veracity. 
A. The last time that I had him there was sometime in 
October when I had him there for non-support for the child. 
Q. ,vhen was the last time you had him there prior to .Au-
gust, 1939, for beating· you? 
.A. Well, I don't remember the year and the date at this 
moment and wouldn't like to make a wrong statement on 
that because I don't remember. 
Q. Could you say within a year¥ . 
. A ... I have had him there on several occasions. 
Q. Could you say within a year of the last time you had 
him tl1ere for beating you f 
A. Well, it has been more than a year. 
Q. Was it more than a year .before August, 1939, that you 
had him there Y 
A. Yes, sir, it has been. 
Q. Now how long before your separation was the time you 
spoke of seeing Dr. Hulcherf ,vas that more than a year 
before you separated? 
A. Yes, sir, it was. It was about three to four years. 
Q. _.t\.nd you and Richard continued to live together after 
these incidents up to the time that you left while he was in 
ths hospital? 
.A. Yes. 
page 51 ~ Q. And you say you came back to live at 1311 
North 26th Streett 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Isu 't it a fact that Richard got out of tlle hospital on 
Saturday? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Isn't it a fact that you had your clothes packed in a 
bag and immediately moved them out of the Wes~ Clay 
Street address on the Thursday before he left the hospital 1 
A. No., sir. 
Q. When did you take them out? 
A. That same Saturday afternoon on the 5th of August 
after I had left the hospital where he was. 
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Q. Who moved them for you? 
A. I got a cab. 
Q. Do you know who drove the cab? 
A. No, sir, I do not. 
Q. Did you go directly to your mother's? 
A. No, sir, he brought me to 1311 North 26th and then I 
went to my mother's. 
Q. ·who lived at that time at 1311 Nol'th 26th Street, 
A. My brother, Linwood Johnson. 
Q. Did he live there alone? 
A. He has been there three or four years. 
Q. I say did he live there alone? 
page 52 ~ A. No, sir, not then. 
Q. Is he married f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Who else lived there? 
A. Virginia Braxton lives there-
Q. I am not asking who lives there now. "\Vho lived there 
in August, 1939, when you went there to livet 
A. Gertrude ·white. 
Q. Who is Gertrude "White? 
A. That is a friend of mine. 
Q. How long· had she lived there f 
A. She had been there about three years. 
Q. Is she married f 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Does she work? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did she work then 7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And your brother lived there and Gertrude "\V.hite and 
who else? 
A. I live there. 
Q. But you and Richard had been Ii ving together up to the 
time you separated. "Who lived in the house with those two 
before you went there to live? 
A. I don't know. Those two clidn 't live there 
page 53 ~ before I went there. My brother lived there. 
Q. And Gertrude White lived there t 
A. Not before I went there. 
Q. I asked you this question and I repeat it if you don't 
understand it: "\Yho was living there on those premise~ at 
the time vou went there on the date vou referred to in Au-
gust, 1939? .. 
A. Linwood Johnson. 
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<Q. Your brother 1 
.A. Yes, sir .. 
·Q. Who elseJ 
.A. No one.. 
Q. ·when did Gertrude vVl1ite come there? 
. .A. She came .one night about a week after that. 
·Q. She and you went in together 1 
A. Yes.. 
Q. And you have lived there ever since t 
.A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. .And she has lived there ever since thaU 
A. Yes, sir. 
<Q. Does :anybody else live there 7 
.A.. Virginia Braxton. 
Q. How long has VirgillUl lived there? 
. A. She has been there about a vear .. 
·Q. That is where you left your ~child most of the time? 
39 
A.. Since I brought her from my mother's a year 
:page 54} ago last September up to the summer. The c)lild 
stayed at my mother's all summer after .school 
Q. She is a very well developed child.? 
A. Yes, -sh·., she is.. 
·Q. IntelligenU 
.A. I think so. 
Q. Observing·! 
A. Y e-s, sir, I think st>. 
Q. She 1mows what goes on around hert 
A. V/ ell, I think she does. 
Q. What rooms are there in that bouse? 
.A. It is four large rooms and one small one and two h~Ils, 
·up and aown. 
Q.. How many Ho01.·s? 
A. 'Two. 
Q. Name the rooms '011 the first floor f 
A. It is one room, the bedroom, which is my brother's 
'J'Oom, then the kitchen. Then upstairs is three bedrooms, two 
big rooms and I have the front room and Virg'inia Braxton 
~md Gertrude Wbite has the back room upstairs and the little 
hall room no one has that. 
Q. Does the Braxton girl still live there? 
.A. Yes, sir, she lives there. . 
Q. Has anybody else lived in those premises 
page 55 ~ during any part of the time since you went the.re 
in August, 1939 .! 
..A No., sir .. 
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Q. Isn't it a fact your bTother and this Gertrude Whrte-
havc been living together over thei-e 1 
A. No, sir., not that I know of .. 
Q. \V ell, you would know. 
A. That is what I wonld think, in tl1e same h0use·. 
Q. Well,. .have they or haven't they! 
A. No. sir. 
Q. When you are out at night what arrangement clid you: 
say you have made, for· you:r ·daughter when sl1e· is there on 
the premises T 
A. I don't go. out at night' after I coma from work and 
she stays with these friends of mine until I get. home and if 
they are going out I lmve asked a lady Sarah Finch up in 
the 1100 Block 26th Street which I gives her so much each 
night and she stays there until I gets from work and then I 
go by and get her and· if' she don't go there she· comes up 
wher.P-TwotfG. and stays w.ith me tmtil I get off :from work. 
Q. Do you know Gus alias -Flop Wright f 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q. How long have you known him?" 
.A. All my life. · 
Q. Has Gus been a visitor over t'here °l 
A. No, sir, not that I know of. He might go• 
page 56 f there when I am not there; I don't doubt that, but 
he was raised up-well Gus is a friend of my 
brother 1s and we have known him all our lives because we-
came from Hanover. Maybe he· goes to see my brother, but 
I don't see him there. · 
Q. Have you seen him since von went there in 1939f 
A. No, sir, I have not. .. 
Q. You haven't seen him on the premises T 
A. No., sir, I haven't seen him. 
Q. Now isn't it a fact Flop Wrig·ht helped you move in 
when_ you went there to live? 
A~ No, sir;· because when I went there my furniture I 
l>0ugl1t from the furniture store and the furniture store de-
livered them. . 
Q. You say you didn't know Willie Young in 1939? 
A. No, sir, I didn't. . 
Q. Wben did you see Willie 1 
A. I met Willie in the next spring at my mother's down 
the country. . · 
Q. Who is Willie and where does he live and what does 
hP. do? 
A~ I don't know what he do; I know he told them at the 
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Juvenile Court that night he lived up on West Marshall 
Street. 
Q. What was he doing down at your brother's home? 
A. Because he is a friend of theirs and goes to 
page 57 ~ see them. . 
Q. Goes to see your mother? 
A. He goes to see the whole family. 
Q. Yet you lived over at -your brother's for this length of . 
time you stated before ·wmie p~1t in his appearance? 
A. I ]1ave done what? 
Q. How long did you say you had lived over there before 
you first saw Willie on those premises T 
A. I I1aven 't said; haven't. stated any time. 
Q. ·wen, state now. 
A "\\:r ell, I don't know just how long· it has been. . 
Q. ·wen, you went there in August, 1939. · Wa~ it a few 
days, few weeks or few months be.fore Willie showed up Y . 
A. "\Veil, I don't know. It might have been a year or so, 
but I dOll 't know; I disremember. 
Q. Well, was it? 
A. I don't lmow, I said. It might have been a year, might 
have been longer than a year because I didn't pay that much 
attention to when I saw him. 
Q. You said he was a great friend of the family, coming 
clown the country to see your mother Y · . 
A. And I have sisters that live down the country and an-
other brother. 
Q. Who did he come to see? · 
A. I don't know because he went to see the whole 
page 58 } family because he knows all of them. 
Q. He didn't come there to see your brother· at· 
1 :n1 North· 26th until a vear or more after vou lived there T 
A. Well, it might have be.en a year or· Jess·; I don't know. 
Q. Do you ,want to change it now? 
A. No, sir,. because that is what I said in the beginning; 
herm::se it is the truth. 
Q. Then ·willie started coming over to sec you, didn't be? 
A. No., sir. 
Q. You were arrested and were taken up to the lnvenile 
Court; vou and "\"\7illie f 
.A.. yes, sir. 
Q; You were tried up there7 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. And what cfo1position was mnde of vour case? · . 
.A. The Judge dismissed tl1e adultery charge and the otlier 
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charge that Richard charged against me was about disor-
derly conduct. v..r ell, tha~ was continued over into the divorce 
court. _ · 
Q . .And so that has not been disposed of yeU 
A. Well, yes, I was put under a bond. 
Q. For ·what? 
A. About not being caught with this W'illie 
page 59 }- Young until the divorce was over or over twelve 
months. 
Q. Well, you explained to the .Judge, of course, that Willie 
was a good friend of the family, coming down the country 
to see your mother and other members of the family and 
came over to 26th Street. to see your brother, didn't you t 
A. I told him the truth. 
Q. Well, is, that -what yo"u told him¥ 
A. Yes, sir~ I did. · ·: ·.- · · .: 
Q. And then he-iput you under bond fpr twelve months? 
A. Fo·r twelve months or untH -this divorce was through .. 
Q. You have been seeing Willie· since., haven't you? 
A. No, sir, I haven't . 
. Q. ·Has Willie been there since?· 
A. H' he has, -I haven't seen· liim. 
Q. ,vi1at was the date you were put under bond? 
A.- ·hdon't rertl<~mber now: · · 
iQ. Well, ti-y and. recall~ · ·· 
· A~ I wouldn:'t·like·to- say because I don't exactly remember 
the date: · · 
Q. Tell ·us the· mouth? 
A. ldon't remember the-month because we went to court 
two. or ,three differenL times and· it was put off three times, 
I thlnk:· · So the ref ore I don't remember which time we went 
to c~mrt that I was put ·under this bond, so I rather not say. 
· Q. When is the last 'tinre that yoi1 saw Willie on 
page 60 ~ the premises 1 · · 
A. It was the night we was arrested. 
Q. You are sure of that? 
A. Yes .. 
Q. You are sure be has not been there since! 
A. 1 haven't see him there since. · · 
Q. Yo_-µ are sure you havei1 't seen him since t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you know the names of t.he neighbors 011 both sides 
of that house? 
A. On both sides Y 
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Q. Yes. . 
A. Yes, sir, I think-I know the first name; I ~on't }now 
the Jast name because I am not there much of the tinie diu.ing· 
the day. 
Q. Did Willie know the neighbors? 
A. Oh, I don't know whether he did or not. 
Q. Now you and Willie were subjected to a he~lth examina-
tion at the Juvenile Court, weren't you? · 
A. Yes. 
Q. ,,Tho was the doctor? 
A. You mean- · 
Q. That examined yo1,1 and Wi~lie. . 
· A. 1t was Dr. Brown, I think, up on Broad Street up. at 
the clinic. · 
page . 61 ~ Q. Ai1d you know what he found., don't you? 
A. Yes, sir, I do. 
Q. ,Vhat did he find? 
·A. ,vell,.I g;uess you know, don't you? . . 
Q. I want you to state. · . · · 
A.: :WelJ, he ~aid. we shoulcl take treatments for our blood. 
· Q. · He sail\ ~ou had syphilis, didn't :qe? 
A. Yes.. . 
Q. And°.said Willie had it,' too? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where has Ge,rtrude ·white worked since you lived over 
there? 
A. Larus Tobacco factorv. Q. :ijow long has she worked there? . 
A. She was working· t~ere when she came: -to live with us. 
I. don't know l1ow Ion~ she has worked there. · 
Q. _The night that "Willie came· over i'l} your brothP.r's ab-
sence he had never come to see you, had he? .· 
A. I don't understand. 
Q. I say the night that ·wmie came over in your brother's 
absence l1e had never come to se~ you before, had hef . 
.A. Not that I know of. He might have come before and 
we sat down and talked, that I didn "t" know he was coming· to 
see me. · 
page 62 ~ Q. But that particular time your brother hacJ 
gone? 
A. He was at work. 
Q. And vVillie came on in ~nyway? 
A. I asked him in just as anyone else in tl1e family. You 
couldn't have anvbodv come to the house and not ask them 
to come in, could you f . . . 
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Q. I didn't ask you that. You said your daughter was up:.. 
stairBf · 
A Yes, sir. 
Q .. A.nd you and Willie were down in the kitchen Y 
A. No., sir, we all three were upstairs and when the knock 
on the door came he said, "Well, if you have got to go down 
to the door I will go on down and you won't have to come 
down and lock the door," because our door is one that you 
have to turn a key to lock. ,v ell, he came on down and. as he 
went in the kitchen I opened the door. 
Q. So it was some little time between the time of the knock 
and the time you and ·wmie got to the kitchen door? 
A.· No, sir, it was a very little time, just fong enough to 
get downstairs. 
· Q. And when the door was opened you and ,vnlie were 
in the Id tcheu? 
A. No, sir, I came downstairs and ,:\Tillie was in the kitche11~ 
Q. ,v en, it is a door opening into the kitchen 
page <i3 ~ from the outside? 
A. I went to the front door. As I say, one was 
at the front door which I opened the door he asked me who 
was there and I told l1im when he Raid. "Where is hef '' and 
I told him. Then the other fellow went to the back door ancl 
there was Richard and another police at the back door and 
·wmie was in the kitchen which you have to go through the 
hall. 
Q. So when they came in throup;h the respective doors you 
were at the front door and Willie was in the kitchen f -
A Tba t is right. 
Q. It was nobody else on the premises except your daugh-
ter, then not quite fourteen years old: and Willie and your-
self? 
.A. And Gertrude vVbite. 
Q. Where was Gertrude? 
A. Upstairs in her room. 
Q. She wasn't taking part in the conversation f 
A. No, sir, because she had nothing- to do with this. 
Q. All during the time that the child has been up at yom-
motlwr 's Richard bas proYided for her there, has he not? 
A. Not each and everv week like the ,Judge ordered bim to. 
Q. Before that time, before you ~eparate·d--
A. No, sir, I took care ·of tlrn child and I gave my money 
every week. He didn't give her anything. 
page 64 ~ Q. You are sure of thatf 
A. Yes, sir, I am. 
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Q. Did they order you at the Juvenile Court to take treat-
ments? · 
A. Yes., sir, they did. 
Q. Did you take them¥ 
A. Yes, sir. Did Richard tell you he took them, too? 
Mr. Finnigan: Don't ask me any questions. That is all I 
asked you. 
Further this deponent saith not. 
Signature waive~. 
:MARTHA RANDOLPH (Colored), 
a witness introduced on behalf of the defendant, being first 
duly sworn, testified as follows: 
DIRECT EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Page: . 
Q. State your name, age, residence and occupation? 
A. Martha Randolph; 59 years old; 1716 Roane Street; do 
housework. 
Q. Are you acquainted with Richard Taylor and Beatrice 
Taylor, the parties to this suit, and if so., state how long you 
have known them? 
page 65 ~ A. Yes, sir, Richard Taylor and me is two 
brother's and sister's children. Of course, I was 
called down here to tell the truth and which I expect I am 
going to do. Me and Richard· is two brother's and two sis-
ter's children and I am not going to tell nothing but the truth 
on him. · 
Q. You just answer the question and we will get. along 
better. Are , these parties actual bona ficle citizei1s of the 
City of Richmond and State of Virginia and have they been 
for more than twelve months preceding the institution of this 
suiU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Have they lived here ever since they were married? 
A. Yes, sir. He was born in Goochland. 
Q. Are they living together as ·husband and wife at this 
time nnd, if' not, state so far as you know what caused the 
~cparation Y 
A. She called me up-I thought she and Richard were liv-
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ing· together-she called me up about two months ago and 
said she was getting a divorce. 
M:r. Finnigan: Don't state what anybody told you. Un-
der the law in Virginia you are not permitted to say what 
anybody told you, just what you know of your own knowl-
edge. 
A. (Continuing) I said she called me to tell me she was 
going to get a divorce. 
pag0 66 ~ Q. You know you were called to testify in this 
case. Did they at any time live in the neighbor-
hood in which you lived? 
A. They lived there once. 
Q. How long ago? 
A. It must have been 1935, wasn't it, Richard? 
Q. You just answer the best you can. 
A.. I think it was 1935, so far as I can tell. 
Q. ,vhere were you living and where were they living¥ 
A. Bacon Street. 
Q. Now can you relate an instance in which she appealed 
to you and your husband for protection from himY 
lt. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Finnigan: Objected to as calling for hearsay. 
By Mr. Page: 
Q. Relate the instance. 
Mr. Finnigan: Same objection. 
Mr. Page: She has a perfect rig·ht to relate the instance 
in her presence. 
A. I came from work one evening-
Mr. Finnigan: Was Richard Taylor present? If he was., 
I have no objection. 
Mr. Page: He will be brought in. 
Mr. Finnigan: I am bound to object to this as hearsay 
unless Richard was present. 
page 67 ~ · Mr. Page: I have told her to relate the instance · 1· 
in which she was appealed to for protection. 
Mr. Finnigan: I will her answer and reserve the right to 
object. 
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A. (Continuing) Ye.s, sir, I·came from work one evening 
:and she was under my bed and I asked her what she was do-
i11:g under there-
Mr. Finnigan: You can't tell that. 
By Mr.Page:: 
Q. What did you dot 
A. I let her stay under the bed. Of course, it was a whole 
lot more talk, but the front door was shut and when Taylor 
eome·-I always call him 'Taylor-
Q~ Was your husband there j 
A. H1e come first and shut the front ·door any my husband 
:said,, ''Taylor isn '~ coming in here." 
Mr. Finnigan : Don't state what he said. 
By Mr. Page: 
Q. "\Vhat did your husband do and what did Richard Tay-
lor do! 
A. My husband shut the front door and when Taylor come 
it was a big muss at the front door, but he opened it -and 
when he did open it he came and caught that child by her leg 
or by the arm, I didn't see what, but the children commenced 
screaming and hollering so and he dragged her 
page 68 } from under the bed to the front door. That is what 
I came here to tell. 
Q. What was his languag·eT . 
A. All kinds. So somebody-I think my' daughter ran 
and called Mr. "Whittet over the telephone and by the time he 
drove up to the front door-the cab ran up there and Mr. · 
Whittet was in it, well it was such a muss on my front porch, 
lie knocking her and kicking· her so, before the cab man opened 
the door all three of us jumped out there and opened the 
door. 
Q. He was knocking and kicking her? 
A. He was knocking and kicking her and all my children 
-screaming· and all three of us jumped out to the cab door and 
-shoved her in. 
Q. You say you called Mr. ·whitteU 
A. We called Mr. Whittet over my telephone and Mr. 
"Whittet came and when he came the cab was there. So when 
he come there it was so much muss at the door-I had eight 
children ar.ound .the house who was all screaming, thinking 
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he was going to kill her,. and me and my husband was pushing. 
her info the cab and told him to get her away as· quickly as 
he could. I don't know what they did after that .. 
Q. You saw him drag her from under the bed t 
A. He dragged her by her leg or arm-first I think he had 
J10r by the legs and carried her to that front door. He is my 
first cousin and I ain't going to tell nothing but the truth 
because I hate to see a man treat a woman like-
pag~ 69 } that, do something like that that ought not to hap-
pen. I am going to tell the truth .. I was married: 
before he was born and I am going to tell the truth. 
Q. Was that the only time you saw him mistreat her¥ 
A. That was the only time. I don't know of any other· 
time, but one time she called me when she had her nose· 
bleeding. I was at the other house then washing and some of 
the children from the neighborhood come rushing in and said 
Mr. Taylor had knocked Miss Bea in the head~ 
· Mr. 'Finnigan: I move to strike that om. 
By Mr. Page: · 
Q~ !)id you see her face about that time or soon afterf 
A. When I got up there her face was bloody from here 
clown (indicating·}, and the front of her dress all bloody, and 
I ran in· the door and such excitement, her mother was there,. 
too ; sbe was crying and I commenced crying and I said to, 
her, '' Bea, make t11is the last time you let that man hit you 
like that." Well, they moved out of the neighborhood and I 
clon't'know what happened after tbat. 
Q. You say her face was covered with blood f 
A. From here· (indicating). I didn't see where I1e hit her ; 
it was from here all down the front part of her dress and I 
thought it was awful. 
Q. What would yon say of .her character and behavior so· 
far as you have known her? 
page 70 ~ A. I has never seen that cl1ild do something 
wrong·. Never seen neither one of them do uoth-
inp: wrong outside of fighting. 
Q. Do you think she is the proper person to have care1 
custody and control of her infant daugl1ter who is now past 
fourteen years of age f 
A. I tell you, I won't say that. Though I don't know any-
thing about her, I won't say that. 
Q. Just what do you mean you won't sayt 
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A. Well, I wo~ 't say it. I like to say a thing I know; I 
don't know nothmg about her. I never seen her do nothing 
wrong or been in any wrong place or any kind of way, but 
from that time-1935 to now I won't say, but I know she is a 
smart woman. 
CROSS EXA.IvIINATION. 
By Mr. Finnigan: 
Q. Don't want to say anything that yon don't know! 
A. I ain't going· to say nothing that I don't know. 
Mr. Page: I have just one more question. 
Q. You haven't seen either of them to know anything- about 
them since they left your· neighbod1ood Y· 
A. I Ree them; I have seen them several times, seor1 Dir.k 
and I seen her, too, but I ain't never heard anyone ~ay noth-
ing against either one of them. 
page 71 ~ By Mr. Finnigan: 
Q. Now I understood you to say that you didn't 
know any harm about either one of them except :fighting. 
A. I don't know nothing else. Tb~t is all I know. 
Q. Now where were you living at the time this thing oc-
curred when you say Richard pulled his wife out from under 
the bed? 
A. Bacon Street; both of us living on Bacon Street. 
. Q. What number? 
A. J lived 428 and I think that child must have lived-
what number was that house 1 
The Defendant: I don't remember now, but it was in the 
same block. 
A. (Continuing) 418, I reckon . 
. Q. Was it on the same side of the street j 
A. Same side. 
Q. About how many doors away f 
.A. It ain't but eight houses; it must have been seven 
doors or six. 
Q. How long did they live there on Bacon Street after that 
thing occurred? 
A. They didn't live tl1ere so long after that, but I clon 't 
know how long. 
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Q. ri1hey lived together until they moved f 
A. Yes, they lived tog·ether until they moved. 
page 72 r Q. ·who was present at your home the time this 
occurred'f 
A. All the children was there and Clarence, too. 
Q. "\Vho were the children and about what were their ages i 
A. Aretha must have been around 26, I reckon. 
Q. ·what is that name? 
A. Aretha. 
Q. ·where does she live now? 
A. She lives with me; she is my daughter. 
Q. ,Vbo else '1 
A. I know all of the children were there nearly; must have 
been all of them nearly. I think Beatrice and Aretha-they 
are the oldest ones-Beatrice must have been around 22 or 
23. 
Q. Where does she live now! 
A. She is married now and lives right around---right where 
Dick lived before he moved where we was on Oak Street. 
Q. Do you know the number 1 
.A.. Her number is-must be 1104%., something· in the 1100 
block. 
Q. Oak Street? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. What is her married namef 
A. 1\foCall. 
Q, Was your husband there, 
A. Yes, sir, my husband was there. 
pnge 73 ~ Q. "\Vas he there the whole time after Mrs. Tay-
lor came in? 
A. No, sir, I came in first from work and then he come 
in from Ellison & Hawes Coal ya rd about six o'clock, and I 
tried to get her to come out and he told her to come out and 
she said she was afraid to come out. 
Q. Does he work for Ellison & Hawes now 7 
A. He don't work for Ellison & Hawes now; he works for 
~J. T. Long. 
Q. ,Vbat is his first name? 
A. Clarence. 
Q. Now the other occurrence you spoke of was on what 
street? 
A. Same street, same house. 
Q. "\Vas that before or after 0l 
A. That was after. 
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'Q. About 110w much after? 
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A. It must have been in the fall-I think it was in the fall 
:and this other thing happened in the spring·, I know, but I 
,don't know w'lmt month it was or what date. 
Q. So they must have lived there from the spring until .the 
fall after the first occurrence? 
A. I think they had been living there over a year-two 
years, I reckon. I don't lrnow.. . 
Q. The time you came home and fonnd the blood 
page 7 4 ~ on her face how did you know how s~e _got that 
except as some body told you f 
A. I don't lmow; I don't lmow. 
Q. And bow long· would you say they lived on Bacon Street 
.after th.at 1 
A. They didn't live there so long after that. 
Q. Do you know where they moved then 7 
A. I think they broke up. 
Q. You think that was about 1935 or possibly '3.6? 
A. It must have been .around in 1935 or '3.6. I didn't take 
the date or the year. 
Q. So that if they broke up in August, 1939, that would 
l1ave been three -0r four years .before they broke up! 
A. .Must ha v:e been. 
lt,ur.ther this deponent saitl1 not 
Signature w.aivecL 
THOM.AS "WHITTET, 
a witness infroduced on behalf of the defendant, being firs.t 
,duly sworn, .testified as follows·: 
DIRECT E.XAl\ITNATION. 
By Mr. Pag-e; 
Q. State your full name, age, residence and occupation 1 
, A. Thomas "Whittet; 75 years old; seed busi-
page 75 ~ ness; Prestwould Apartments. 
Q. Are you acquainted with Richard Taylor and 
Beatrice Taylor, the parties to this suit and, if so, state how 
long -vou have known them? 
A. "'r can't sav that I know· Richard Taylor, I have seen 
llim on several. occasions, but I don't know him. Beatrice 
5'2 S"upreme Court o:n Appeals @f Virginia 
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Taylor has been in our employ £or approximately fifteen 
years-·-isn 't it, Beatrice? 
Th'=' Defendant: .About thirteen .. 
By Mr. Pag·e ~ 
Q. What could you say with rega~rcl to her cnara-cter ancl 
industry and good behavior f 
Mr, Finnigan: So much of the question as pertmns to 
character should be with reference to reputation and that 
should be limited to evidence of the general reputation and 
not as to personal observation. 
Mr. Paga: Defendant1s counsel states this witness hav-
ing known this woman who has worked for him for. over thfr:-
teen years I think it is a proper question. 
Mr. Finnigan: Counsel replies that the test is well known: 
that it must be the general reputation in tne community in 
wllich the person resides or circulates which fa receivable in 
evidence. 
\ The Witness: Wouldn't it be proper to say wha:t her con-
duct has been while in our employ! 
pag·e 76' f Mr. Finnigan: I wouldn't object to that. 
Mr. Page: That would be sufficient. 
A. Well, Beatrice has proved as faitT1ful as any woman 
who has ever been in our employ; we trust her with the whole 
place. It never occurs to us to question her honesty. As 
for her f aithrulness, I can't imagine that it could be excelled. 
Q. Have you on any occasion in the past been called upon 
tolrotect her from her husbandf 
· . I was called on one occasion, received a telephone call 
to come ·to a house on the east side of Oliamberlavne Ave-
nue north of the Seaboard .Air Line tracks. It seems that· 
her husband ha<l. beaten her very severely-
Mr. Finnigan: I ask the Commissioner to direct tlie wit-
ness to confine his answer to things within his own knowl-
ed~e. · 
'11he Commissioner: Yes* 
A (Continuing) There was every evidence that she had 
been lJad]v beaten and I took I1er in mv own automobile to a 
bous·e OV'er in the old Jackson ,varcl_:_l don't know where:, 
Richard Taylor v. Beatrice J. Taylor 
Tho 1tn.as 1-Vhittet. 
53 
couldn't locate it right now, don't know whose house it was. 
On another occasion I had a telephone call to a house on the 
west side of Chamberlayne Avenue just north of the Seaboard 
Air Line tracks, about a block or two blocks south of the 
house to which I had the first call. On that occasion I don't 
know· just what happened, but evidently her bus-
page 77 ~ band had given her a very severe beating·, judging 
from her appearance. 
l\fr. Finnigan: I must object to that, l\fr. Commissioner, 
and ask that that be stricken from the record on the ground 
it plainly shows it is a conclusion. 
The ·witness: But it was evident she had been beaten from 
he~ appearance. . 
Mr. Finnigan: You can say that, but not as to who beat 
her. · 
A. (Continuing) ·well, on that occasion it was necessary 
to go to the police station and get an officer to go with me 
in order to get her out of the house because her husband 
wouldn't allow her to come out and I believe l1e was put un-
der arrest on that occasion. On two other occasions her hus-
band was hanging around the service en trance to the Prest-
woulcl and she, being afraid of bodily harm, had me take her 
down in the regular elevator and out through the foyer to the 
front door so as to escape him. On one occasion I stood on 
th~ porcl1 of the Prestwould until she had gotten on the bus 
at Belvidere and Franklin Streets. On the other occasion .I 
took her down to-what street is the Commonwealth Club 
on-Monroe and Franklin where she took the bus. On both 
occasions she asked that I do something; to help her get out 
oc the house so as to escape bodily harm. 
Q. Do you think that Beatrice is the proper person to have 
the care, custody and control of the infant <laug-h-
page 78 ~ ter of this marriage? 
A. I don't know any reason why she should not 
be if she conducts herself at home as well as she does in our 
apartment. I should say she is just the rig·ht one to have 
her and the daughter seems very devoted to her. 
CROSS EXAMINATION. 
By Mr. Finnigan: 
Q. You, of course., have never been in the home where she 
lives at 1311 North 26th Street? 
54 Supreme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Thomas Whittet. 
A. I went there once, but there was no one there except 
her brother. 
Q. And yon have had no opportunity to make any observa-
tion of the eonclitions in that home! · · . 
A. I know nothing about that. 
Q. As to the two instances you ref erred to regarding the 
Prestwould, 110 disorder took place on either of those occa-
sions¥ 
A. There wnsn 't any occasion for it because we escaped 
seeing· Mm. 
Q. · ·whatever the reason it did not occur, it is a fact that 
then~ was 110 disorder on either of those occasions 1 
A. Oh, no, there wasn't any. 
Q. Will you give us as nearly as you can the time when the 
other two instances occuned-I mean the year! 
page 79 t A. I couldn't tell you just what year either oc-
casion was. '\Ve have been away from Ginter 
Park five vears and it occurred before we left. 
Q. W 01ild it seem to you reasonable that it might have been 
either in lf)35 or '36? 
.A. It could have been. 
Q. Now you have stated the condition in which you founcl 
this girl at the time you went to the home, but you, of course, 
don't know what caused that condition except as you may 
have surmised it or heard it from other people? · . · 
A. I dicln 't l1ear it from anyone else because I saw no one 
else, but her husband was in the house and apparently it was 
no one else there except those two. She had certainly been 
beatlm up on that first occasion at any rate. 
Q. But you didn't see any blows inflicted on her by her 
husbandf 
A. I have never seen him strike a blow. 
Further this deponent saith not. 
Signature waived. 
The fmther taking· of these depositions is adjourned to a 
time to be agreed upon between counsel. 
WM. E. ORA ,vFORD, 
Commissioner in Chancery. 
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page 80 ~ Commissioner's Office, October 10, 1942, 10 
o'clock A. M., pursuant to adjournment., by agree-
ment between counsel 
Present: Same Counsel as at previous hearing. 
HAZEL T.A.YLOI_t, 
.a witness of lawful age, being· first duly .sworn, deposes and 
says. 
Questions by Mr. James C. Page: 
Q. Hazel, state your name, age, residence and occupation. 
A. Hazel Taylor, address 1311 North 26th Street, Rich-
mond, Virg'inia. My age is 1{, and I go· to high school 
Q. Wben were you 14¥ 
A. I was 14 August 28, 1942. 
(~. With wl1om do you live and with whom have you lived 
for the last five or six years? · 
A. I have lived witl1 my grandmother and moth,~r for the 
last five or ~1x yearfi. I live with my grandmother in the 
:flummcr and in the winter I live with my mother. 
Q. ··which clo you prefer to live with, your father or mother? 
A .. 'Vith rnv mother. 
Q. "\,\T ere you present on any occasion when your father 
beat vour mother? · 
'A. 
0
Yes, I was pi·esent one time. It was on Bacon Street. 
1-Iy mother nnd father had been quarreling, he struck her iii 
the faeo and it· started to bleed. She then told me to go over 
and get 1'frs. Randolph, but I was scared. I went anyway 
· and he met me coming back and he broke off a 
page 81 } ~witch and beat me. 
Q. Has your father been speaking to yon when 
·you have been seeing l1im 1 
A. Very ·seldom. 
Q. \Vel'e you present on a nig·ht tn October, 1941, at the 
Jllace on 26th Rtreet, when the police came and arrested your 
mother and ·willie Young. "\Vere you present all the time 
·willie Young was foere? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. State where you were with your mother and Willie 
Young. · · 
A. 'We were in mother's room talking and then someone 
knocked on the door. My mother asked who it was, and we 
found out it was the police and my daddy. 
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Q. "\Vere you present all the time that evening when -wime 
Young was there t · 
A. Yes, si:u-.. 
Q. V\7as. there any improper "behavior between vo·nr mother 
and Willie Y onng f "' 
A. No, sir. 
Q. What school dicl you attend before you went to Maggie· 
Walker High School, and what gTa:de did yon: reach! 
A. I went to George Mason and went throug·h the seventh 
grade. I entered Maggie vV alker Hig·h School September 10:--
1942. 
Que8tions by 1\fr. Finnigan.: 
Q. Hazel, when were.you 14f 
A. August 28, 1942. 
Q. You have been visiting in tl1e country with 
pag-3 82 } your grandmother for several years·? 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long did you live with your grandmother! 
A. About five or six years .. 
Q. Where was that? 
A. In Hanover County. 
Q .. Near what place? 
A. Near Mechanicsville. 
Q. Is that grandmother your father's· motller or your 
lllother's niothert 
A. My mother's mother. 
Q. v\Tho else lived there with your grandmother! 
.1:\.. Her youngest daug·hter and another daughter and her 
husband and children. 
Q. Do they have a farm there t 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How larg·e 7 
A. Thirteen acres. 
Q. \Vha t do they grow f 
A. Vegetables and things for the team. 
Q. Do you know what truck farming is '1 
A. It is vegetables and things that are raised on the farm 
that is sometimes taken to the city. 
Q. Is that the kind of farm your g·randfatl1er l1as ¥ 
A. He is dead. 
Q. Is that the kind of farming· done t11ere ¥ 
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A. '\\Te raise things for our o·wn convenience, 
page 83 ~ sometimes take them to the city. 
Q. Did you go to school when you stayed with 
your grandmother? 
A. Yel:3, sir. 
Q. How long! 
A. About :five years. 
Q. How far is the school you attended from where your 
grandmother lives T 
A. Not cmite a mile. 
Q. How clid you g·o to school? 
A. Through a little path until we got to the main road. 
Q. Is that the way you mean is about a mile¥ 
A. Yes, sir, not quite a mile. 
Q. Did you have school buses to take you to school! 
A. No, sir, ,ve didn't have any. 
Q. How far is the high school from where your grand-
mother lives? · 
A. The School is in .Ashland. 
Q. How long did you go to the city school? 
A I started to the city school and went to the country, 
then I went to N cw J ersev. 
Q. When did you go to New Jersey f 
A. I was sh years old. 
Q. Did you go to school there? 
.A.. No, t:ir. 
Q. How mnny years do you think you have attended the 
schof,ls in Richmond 1 
page 84 ~ A. Three and one-half years, altogether. 
Q. The occurrence on Bacon Street happened· 
about when 7 
A. I don't know. 
Q. "\Va~ your mother and father living on ~aeon Street at 
that time~ 
A. Yes, sir. . 
Q. How many y<.lars has it been since they moved from 
Bacon Street ·1 
A. I don't remember. 
Q. ·\Yould you say that it was as much as seven or eight 
years ago? 
A. .A bout seven years ago. 
Q. Can you remember about l10w old you were? 
A. No, sir. 
Q. You do remember that you were a small child 7 
58 Supl'eme Court of Appeals of Virginia 
Hazel Taylor. 
A .. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did your mother stay with your grandmother any part 
of the time? 
A. She used to come and visit us., but most of the time she 
was working. 
Q. Did you know a man by the name of Gus ·wrighU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Did he come to your grandmother's T 
A. He used to come and visit my uncle. 
Q. ·How often would he come and visit your uncle? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. "\Vould your mother be there when he came T 
A. Mother would come on Thursday to visit Grandmother. 
Q. How long would your mother stay 1 
A. From Thursday until Friday. 
page 85 ~ Q. Where did "Flop'' ,vright live! 
A. He lived with his wife sometimes and some-
times in the house with us. 
Q. Did .he live out in the country! 
A. He lived in the city towards the last. 
Q. When he was living in the city, did he still come ·out 
to the house Y 
A. He used to come with my uncle and they would g·o hunt-
ing·. 
Q. Do you know "Willie Youngf 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. How long have you known him? 
A. ,.lust about a year. 
Q. When did you see him Y 
A. He us·ed to stop at Grandmother's. 
Q. ·when did he start stopping· at your grandmother's 
hou~e? 
A. When l1e. brought the lady there. 
Q. When was the first time you saw \Yillie Young stop 
there? 
A. About a y-ear ago. 
Q. It was before they were arrested! 
A. I could not say. 
Q. Could it have been :as much as a year before the time 
they were, arrested¥ 
A. I don't know. 
Q. If it was more than a year before· the time they were 
arrested that would be two years ago, is that what you mean Y 
.A. Yes, sir. 
Richard "Taylor v~ Beatrice J. "Taylor 
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Q. How did he come theref 
pag·e 86 } .A. In the car .. 
Q .. Would he bring your mother on any of these 
-occasions 2 
.A. ·when she would pay him. 
Q. Would he come after her and would she pay him to take 
her back! 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. You have an uncle on 26th StreeU 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. He moved from the country to 26th Street? 
A. Yes,, sir. It was more convenient to his job. 
Q. When did he do thaU 
A . .A.bout four or five years ago. 
Q. Has he lived on 26th Street ever since? 
.A. Yes, sir. 
·Q. Has "Willie Young been coming over there quite often t 
A. Not since the night he was arr-ested. 
:Q. How often has he been there sinee t 
. A. He has not been there since. 
·Q. You have not seen him? 
.A. No, sir. 
Q. How many rooms are there in the house 1 
A. Two upstairs, a hall Toom and a hall The kitchen :and 
my uncle's bedroom is downstairs and a ball. 
-Q. "Who has lived- there dur1ng the time you lmve been liv-
ing there? 
A. A lady named Gertrude ·white, Miss Virginia Braxton 
and my mother. We live upstairs and my -uncle lives -down-
stairs. "\Ve all had the use of the kitchen. 
Q. What is your uncle's namef 
page 87 } .A. Linwood Johnson. 
Q. ·who occupies the it!Ooms on the seconcil floor 
and what rooms do they occupy! 
A. Mother occupies the front room upstairs. Miss Brax .. 
ton and Miss White occupy the back room upstairs. 
Q. ·who occupies the ball room f 
A. "'\Ve store thing·s there. 
Q. ,vhen your mother had occasion to entertain., where 
would she entertain 1 
A. In our room. 
Q. How many windows in the room! 
.A. Thre·e. 
Q. Have you seen Willie Young in theJ.·e since the ·police 
were there :and took him? 
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A. No, sir. 
Q. Does your mother take you at night sometimes to sfay 
with one of the neighbors! 
A. I used to stay with Mrs-. Saunders .. 
Q. How far does she livet 
A. Two blocks .. 
Q. Would your motber come after· you laterY 
A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. How late would_you stay there.? 
A. Until about nine or nine-thirtv. 
Q .. W110 was there· at your home the rught the- police ar:... 
:rested your mother and Willie Young? 
page 88 ~ .A. My mother and me and Willie Young. vYe~ 
were all in the Foom talking· together and I think 
1Iiss vYhite was in her room .. 
Q. Were you in your bedroom t 
A. Yes., sir .. 
Q. Where was your uncle f 
A. He was at work .. 
Q. Where did he workf 
A. At the Lucky Strike Tobacco Company .. 
Q. ·what were his hours? 
A. From 4 o'clock in the afternoon until late at night .. 
Q. Had he been working those hours -for some time Y 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. There was: no reason Willie Young could 11ot haw 
known what his hours were, was there? 
A .. No, ~ir. 
Q. He used to go there to see your nncle-f · 
A .. Yes, sir .. 
Q. "\Vhat does Willie Young do f 
A. I don't know .. 
Q. Does he work at alU 
.A. I don't know. 
Q. Your uncle's hours- I1ad been changed so he conlcI be-
there in the daytime f 
A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Does your mother work in tlie daytime 1 
A .. Yes, sir. 
page 89 ~ Q. What time does your mother come home from 
work! 
A. At 5:15. 
Q. How often have you seen ''Flop'' Wrig·ht there si:nce 
the night of the anesU 
!/ 
I 
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A. I have not seen him .since .. 
Q. ,v ere there a good many cars parked there that night f 
A. Miss Braxton 's car w.as parked in ·front of the house I 
think. 
Q. And you saw no other cars there that night Y 
A. That was all that belonged to our house. 
Q. Neither Gertrude nor Virginia are married 9 
A. No, sir. 
Q. Where do they ·entertain? 
A. In their bedroom. 
Q. Do they have steady company? 
A. I don't know. 
Q. How many men come there to see them, and is it al-
ways the same men? 
A. Yes, sir .. 
Q. Are you fond of your fathed 
A. Right well 
Q. When your mother and fatl1er were toget~er was he 
Jrind to you? 
A. No, sir .. 
Q. You have not seen much of him in the last four or five 
:years? 
.A. 'When I was in the country he started to come thereJ but 
all at once he stopped. 
]Jage 90 } Q. And you have been with y.onr mother"s peo-
ple all the time since then Y 
A. Y1's, sir .. 
Q. They don't tbink much of your father, do theyf 
.A. They like him to a certain extent. 
Q. Did you ever hear her people suy any:thing ±0> .him 7 
A. Yes, ~siT. 
Q. In what g,rade were you in school? 
A. In '.8 L. 
. Q. ·what 'is your beight and weight¥ 
A. :63 inches "in height and I weigh about 124 ·or 125 pounds. 
And furtbeT deponent saith ·not. 
Signature waived. 
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715 West Clay Street,, 
Mrs· .. Beatrice Taylor;. 
Box 362, Route 1, 
Richmond, Virginia:. 
Dear Beatrice: 
August 21,. 1939_ 
It has been over two weeks now since· vou left roe.. You: 
left me while I was in the Hospital. I clo not kriow why you 
left and I do not want to have any quarrel about it. You have-
left me four or five times, and once you stayed over two 
years and I have always taken you back.. As far as I know 
, you may not be intending to come back any more. I don't 
know why you went and I don't know what your plans are. 
I have always taken care of you the best I could for twelve· 
years. You left home and you can come back if you c-lloose .. 
I am writing you this· letter to ask you to make up your· 
mind as to what you are· going to do. H you are coming back 
at aH I will expect you to come back l>y the first of Septem-
be1· at the latest. I will have to give notice to g·ive up the 
house and I want to know what you are going· to do and I will 
have fo know by that time. 
Your husband 
Exl1ibit B. J. T.. #1 filed with deposition of Beatrice ,J. 
Taylor .. 
WM. E. CRAWFORD .. 
10/8/42 .. 
page 92 ~ I, Walker C. CottreII, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of the City of' Richmond, do hereby certify that 
the fo1·eg-oing is a full and complete copy of all of the record 
in the Chancery cause of Richard Taylor, Plaintiff 'l!, Beatrice 
J. Taylor., Defendant, and I further certify that the defend-
ant herein, by her Attorney, has had due and timely notice 
of" the intention of the plaintiff to apply to the Clerk of this 
Court for a transcript of this record. 
Given under my Iiand this 11th day of !\fay, 1943. 
WALKER C. COTTRELL, Clerk. 
Fee for Transcript $30.00. 
A Copy-Teste: 
M. B. VlATTS, C. C. 
INDEX TO RECORD 
Page. 
Petition for Appeal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Record .............................................. 10 
Bill of Complaint . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . 10 
Certificate of Marriage ............................... 12 
Petition of Richard Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 
An~wer and Cross-Bill of Defendant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16 
D6cree, January 15, 1943-Appealed from. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 
Depositions ......................................... 20 
Richard Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 
George Minor ....... : ........................... 24 
Beatrice J. Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27 
Martha Randolph ................................ 45 
Thomas Whittet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 
llazel Taylor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55 
Clerk's Certificate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62 
